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For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


THE REWARD SYSTEM.—NO. 


In an article inserted in the last num- 
ber of the Magazine, I stated the ob- 
ject of Sabbath-school instruction to 
be the moral improvement of the pu- 
pil. After showing the necessary con- 
nexion between intellectual and moral 
improvement, I proposed to descant a 
little on the various methods of im- 
provement which have been intro- 
duced, as affecting the mind and the 
moral feelings. I then noticed only one 
method, i. e. the reward system, and 
remarked upon the nature and in- 
fluence of premiums, as no way calcu- 
lated to promote either moral or infel- 
lectual culture. 

In the following article, I propose to 
remark upon some of the modes of in- 
struction which have been introduced 
into Sabbath-schools. 

If the object of Sabbath-school in- 
struction be the moral improvement of 
children, and also their mental cultiva- 
tion, so far as is essential to that im- 
provement, then it will be conceded 
by all, that whatever plan or mode of 
instruction shall most effectually secure 
both of these objects, is the proper and 
the best mode to be introduced into 
Sabbath-schools. The moral improve- 
ment in children involves a degree of 





* In our last number the signature to 
the article on this subject was uninten- 
tionally omitted. Ep. 
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intellectual cultivation, yet the latter 
may exist to a very high degree with- 
out the former. The mere mode of 
instruction may be such, that, while it 
gives all the faculties of the mind the 
most salutary discipline, the moral feel- 
ings may be left wholly unimproved. 
Indeed there is danger of the natural 
aversion and distaste in the mind for 
moral and religious truth, being great- 
ly increased by the mere mode of dis- 
cipline. Both moral and intellectual 
improvement depend almost entirely 
on the mode of instruction adopted in 
the school. The feelings of the mind 
must be enlisted in favour of the ob- 
ject, and of the means by which it is 
to be attained. No unworthy motives 
should be placed before the mind—no 
unworthy feelings or corrupt passion 
should be excited to induce the child 
to act. Hence, to the practice of re- 
quiring or allowing the scholars to 
commit to memory a great number of 
verses in the Bible, or stanzas in the 
Hymn-book, there are strong objec- 
tions. 

The effects of this plan are bad, 
both as it regards the moral and men- 
tal culture of the child. They are 
found to be such by actual expemment 
—and yet committing to memory con- 
stitutes almost the only exercise in a 
considerable number of the schools be- 
longing to the Union. It may not be 
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improper, therefore, to point out some 
of the evils resulting from this plan. 
Where this plan is adopted, the chil- 
dren are rewarded for the amount they 
shall commit—hence the child’s abi lity 
to commit is made, at least in the child’s 
view, the test of virtue and the crite- 
rion of merit. 

The talent for committing to memo- 
ry is very unequally diffused among 


children. One will commit to memo- 
ry a given amount, with the most as- 


tonishing ease and facility—while ano- 
ther can commit only a fourth part as 
much in the same time, and that with 
the greatest labour and difficulty. 

The consequence is, that the one, 
moved simply by ambitious motives to 
excel, is frequently lead to practise 
deception, and to cherish, in case of 
success, the pride of an exulting tri- 
umph—while the other will feel ex- 
ceedingly disheartened and discou- 
raged, and not unfrequently will be 
left to despise and hate the person 
whose talent he does not possess and 
cannot equal. Now, in this case, nei- 
ther of these children receive that sa- 
lutary mental discipline which is de- 
sirable, or which was intended, while 
both are made to cherish the worst 
passions of human depravity—passions 
altogether subversive of moral and re- 
ligious impressions. This is the natural 
and almost invariable effect of such a 
system. 

Besides, in committing so much, the 
attention of the mind is directed ex- 
clusively to the connexion of words, 
without the least apprehension of the 
ideas; so that while one faculty of the 
mind gains an undue proportion of 
strength over all the rest, the heart is 
left unimproved by the moral truth, 
which the words committed should 
have impressed upon the mind. The 
mind in committing so much receives 
an injury, which the good resulting 
from the effort can hardly counterba- 
lance; but the one tasked beyond its 
limited powers, receives a still greater 
injury. In the latter case, the mind, 
after making one or two unsuccessful 
efforts, shrinks from entering into com- 
petition with one who advances with 
so much more rapidity than himself; 
and rather than plod along so far in the 
rear, relapses all exertion, and relin- 
quishes the object in diagust. 








- a 
And even if this system could be 
carried on without such competition, 
the bad effects would be little if Ly 
less. For, in the first instance, me 
combination of words would be left t. 


| do the execution of moral truth: jy 


the second, the child will become dis. 
gusted, and abandon the exercise be. 
fore the feelings can become sufficient. 
ly interested to render it agreeable to 
the mind. 

There is nothing more tedious and 
irksome toan untutored mind, than t 
drudgery of committing to me mory . 
long train of words, the me aning of 
which the child does not and cannot 
understand. The drudgery of this al- 
most mechanical exercise of the mind, 
will soon become permanently asso- 
ciated if not identified with the whole 
system of moral and religious truth— 
and before such an unnatural connexion 
can be dissolved in the mind, the dis- 
gust created by this revolting exercise 
will, as it has in no few instances, de- 
generate in a pure unmingled aversion 
to religion itself—an aversion that has 
bid defiance to every exertion but that 
of Omnipotent power to overcome. 
Enough has been suggested, I pre- 
sume, to show that this plan is not cal- 
culated to promote either the moral or 
mental improvement of Sabbath-school 
children. Some other system then 
must be introduced, which shall inte- 
rest the feelings, and at the same tim 
afford agreeable and proportioned ¢ x 
a to all the faculties of the min 

To point out such a system must . 
reserved to a future time. 

INCOGNITUS. 
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THE SABBATHA-SCHOOL CAUSE WORTHY 
THE ATTENTION OF MINISTERS. 


Mr. Enrror— Although many of the 
ministers, in this city and else whe re, 
have not pressed the cause of S: abbat 
schools upon their congregations, vet 
it isa fact, for which the Lord should 
be praised, that all have not neglected 
it. The following is part of an addres 38 
delivered by a clergyman, in a distan 
place, to his congregation, some time 
since. Its insertion in your Magazin 
will oblige 
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Who, amidst the general concern 
awakened for the rising generation, 
sits down at ease, saying, “I pray thee, 
have me excused.” Who, whilst so ma- 
ny are busily employed in pouring the 
light of heavenly knowledge upon the 
minds of children, look on with sullen 
apathy or cold indifference, or, with the 
priest and Levite, pass by on the other 
side. Alas! if all were hke you, what 
sort of a world would this be which we 


inhabit? If every one like you prayed | 


to be excused from works of benevo- 
lence and mercy, the ignorant, unin- 
structed, and unwarned, might sink to 
ruin, and one deep night of ignorance, 
and misery, and horror, would enwrap 
the globe. You are determined that 
your loss shall not be too deeply felt 
when you die; that no unnecessary 


tears shall be shed at your grave; and | 


no tablet erected to your memory, but 
in the breasts of those who are bound 
to you by the ties of blood. Why do 
you pray to be excused from this la- 
bour of love? Is it because you do not 
consider yourself duly qualified? Let 
me exhort you neither to underrate 
your own abilities, nor overrate the 
work to which you are invited. You 
are not called to teach the mathematics, 
nor instruct the children in Latin and 
Greek; your business is to explain the 
Bible to their capacities, and teach 
them the first principles of the oracles 
of God. But perhaps this mode of 
doing good is too public for your timid 
and retiring disposition. But it is your 
duty to seek the instruction of the 
ignorant. And are not Sunday-schools 
amongst the most likely methods of 
promoting its accomplishment’? Then 
timidity must yield to duty; the mo- 
desty that would detain you must be 
overcome, for it is false. Some, per- 
haps, may assign as an excuse, their 
close attention to business, their con- 
finement in shops and counting-houses, 
during the secular days of the week, 
and the necessity of some repose upon 
the Sabbath; the public services of the 
sanctuary are sufficient without any 
superadded duty; on the Sabbath 
morning some indulgence must be al- 
lowed in sleep to those who rise so 
early all the week beside, and some 
relaxation in the afternoon to persons 
whose business scarcely affords them 
tme for a comfortable meal on any 
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other day; perhaps in the summer-time 
a little country air is desirable, and be- 
tween the intervals of worship, the 
freedom and freshness of the fields 
present a more attractive scene than the 
close confinement of the school! But 
against excuses such as these, charges 
of a more serious nature lie, than an 

to be derived from the neglect of the 
claims and duties of the Sunday-school! 
You must suffer me to ask you, how 
far this division of the day between re- 
creation and religion, this avowed con- 
secration of the hours of worship to 
God and the intervals to pleasure, isin 
union with the Divine command? ** Re- 
member the Sabbath-day to keep it 
holy.”” My friends, were the object 
which we propose to you in soliciting 
some portion of this sacred day for the 
religious instruction of children less 
important than the salvation of the 
soul; were the voice that calls you to 
it less authorative than that of God; 
were the stake at issue less stupen- 
dous than eternity, we might consent 
to waive its claims: yet stl we must 
enforce the more imperious requisi- 
tions of the Divine command. But 
now, in such indulgence, to call it by 
the mildest epithet, you have to an- 
swer to the call of mercy and the law 
of God. But we cannot let you sit at 
home in quiet, whilst children are roam- 
ing the streets, profaning the Sabbath, 
and perishing for lack of knowledge; 
nor prove ourselves such enemies to 
your truest interests, as to allow you 
the undisturbed indulgence of your 
inglorious repose, whilst such dreadful 
words as these stand on the page of 
inspiration, *‘ Curse ye Meroz, curse 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, be- 
cause they come not to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.” Surely, if 
inactivity and indifference to the cause 
of God were always criminal, they 
must be doubly so in the present day, 
when there are so many calls, so many 
motives to exertion, so many bright 
examples, and so many scenes of la- 
bour. I cannot but conceive, that the 
inquiry which meets the disembodied 
spirit on its entrance into the celestial 
world, now must be, In what Sunday- 
school did you instruct? to what par- 
ticular plan of doing good did you 
consecrate your time and talents when 
in yonder world’? No sooner is the in- 








524 


Good Resolution. 


November. 











stitution named, than some happy spi- 
rit recognises it as that to which, whilst 
in the body, he was peculiarly devoted, 
and presses forward to learn the histo- 
ry of its progress and its present state. 
Let no one say that he is not invited 
again and again from the Bible and the 
sanctuary ; from the pulpit and the 
press; by the calls of providence and 
the condition of the world. ’Tis im- 
possible but that the loiterer must be 
arrested at every avenue with some 
spectacle of diligence to reprove his 
doth, and some voice from heaven to 
rouse his inactivity, ‘* Son, go work in 
my vineyard to-day.” 


ee ee 


ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ANNIVERSARY. 


The annual examination of the chil- 
dren of the Sunday-schools attached to 
St. Andrew’s Church, took place on 
Sunday afternoon, September 28. A 
more interesting exhibition we have 
seldom witnessed. A hymn was first 
sung by the male and female-scholars, 
about 500 in number, followed with 
prayer by the Rev. Charles P. M‘Il- 
vaine, of Brooklyn, Long-Island. 

A short hymn was then sung by the 
male infant school attached to this 
church, numbering, we are informed, 
120 scholars, all of whom were pre- 
sent. 

The scholars were then examined 
on John, third chapter, and their an- 
swers to the questions proposed to 
them by the Rector of the church, 
were very satisfactory. An Address 
to Parents, delivered by the Rev. John 
Cole, Sunday-school Missionary of St. 
Andrew’s Church, was followed by a 
second hymn, sung by the infant scho- 
lars. We cannot describe the effect 
produced by this latter exhibition. The 
gentle voices of so many infants, rais- 
ing the notes of praise, and repeating 
the name of Jesus, was a sound de- 
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lightful at once to the ear and the 
heart of every auditor. 

The Sunday-schools were then again 
examined on a portion of Matt. y., ond 
afterwards addressed by the Rey. wi. 
liam A. Muhlenburg, of Flushing, 1. 1. 

A short but solemn and impressive 
address was delivered to the teachers 
of these schools, by the Rev. Benjamin 
B. Smith, late of Middlebury, yt. 
delphia, and a second hymn by the 
scholars, with a few emphatic words 
of exhortation to the assembled cop. 
gregation, by the Rey. Mr. Bedell, 
closed the exercises. 

We are happy to know, that meet- 
ings of this description, which bring 
the pastor, teachers, children, and 
the whole congregation together, are 
becoming frequent. They are of great 
benefit to the cause of Sunday-schools, 
and we heartily recommend them to 
all ministers and church officers, as 
well as teachers and other friends, and 
hope that in every congregation such 
a celebration will be annually witness- 
ed, and inspire every member with 
new zeal for the moral and religious 
education of our children and youth. 





GOOD RESOLUTION. 


A meeting was held, Oct. 1, at Leo- 
minster, Mass. and a Union was form- 
ed, called the North Worcester and 
Middlesex Sabbath-School Union, aux- 
iliary to the Massachusetts Union, and 
the following resolution adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That this Union will en- 
deavour to persuade each Sabbath- 
school in its connexion to make the 
pastor of the church with which it 1s 
connected, a life member of the Mas- 
sachusetts Sabbath-School Union. 

The plan of making clergymen mem- 
bers for life of our benevolent institu- 
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tions, is one we heartily approve. The 
sum is small for a congregation to con- 
tribute, 10, 20 or 30 dollars at a time, 
and in a few years their pastor may be 
enrolled a life member of the principal 
religious and benevolent societies, 
which are the hope and ornament of 
our country. 

We have often wondered how it is 
that so few ministers have been made 
life-members of the American Sunday- 
School Union. The whole number 


does not exceed one hundred. Per- | 


haps some of our correspondents can 
explain this. 





SKETCH OF A SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Some time since, I was called to pass 
a few months in a town where there 
were many wealthy and well educated 
people, yet from some cause, which I 
could hardly account for, they had es- 
tablished no Sabbath-schools, notwith- 
standing they were situated within 
about three miles of a large and flou- 
rishing village, where there were ma- 
ny of these excellent institutions. The 
great number of children which I fre- 
quently saw in the streets on Sundays, 
among whom were some who possess- 
ed but very limited means of improve- 
ment, induced me to project the plan 
of establishing a Sabbath-school, which, 
after some reflection and consultation 
on the subject, was actually accom- 
plished. After a few weeks, the num- 
ber of teachers increased to fourteen, 
and also the scholars to above one hun- 
dred. Various books and tracts were 
purchased and distributed among them, 
and the progress of most of the classes 
was very flattering. It was soon ob- 
served, that some of those boys, who 
had formerly disturbed the quiet of the 
neighbourhood by their noisy, rude 
conduct, now manifested an uncom- 
mon degree of sobriety, and were even 
heard to rebuke others for their unbe- 
coming behaviour, particularly on the 
holy day of the Lord. Those tongues 
which had so lately fearlessly pro- 
faned the name of their Creator, were 
now employed in repeating passages 














from his blessed word, and in singing 
hymns to his praise. 

Oh, it was a beautiful sight, to be- 
hold so many dear children, coming 
regularly to the house of God, each 
class following its respective teachers, 
and all wearing serious and attentive 
countenances. Parents were greatly 
delighted with the improvement of 
their children, and teachers feel that 
their labours are not altogether with- 
out a blessing. 

In this school were two little boys, 
whose parents were so extremely poor 
as to be unable to procure decent 
clothing for them: with this, however, 
they were provided by the Sabbath- 
school society. On their first entrance, 
they could read and spell but very im- 
perfectly; but they made such rapid 
progress as soon to be able to read cor- 
rectly in the Bible, and repeat many 
chapters of it. They grew v 
thoughtful, and said much about their 
miserable condition as unregenerated 
sinners and enemies to God. At home, 
they would steal away into some lone- 
ly spot to converse about their souls, 
and pray to God to have mercy on 
them. At length they both found par- 
don and peace, and were filled with 


joy unspeakable and full of glory. 


Their father was a very wicked man, 
and they were so deeply grieved at the 
idea of his sinning against so holy and 
merciful a being as God, that they de- 
termined to tell him of his dreadful 
situation, and entreat him to flee to Je- 
sus while he still had an opportunity. 
One day when they were sitting at din- 
ner, they began to tell him about the 
astonishing love of God to sinners; but 
he ordered them to silence, and they 
went out and prayed earnestly that the 
Saviour would have mercy on him. 
When they were both on their knees, 
their father discovered them, and soft- 
ly approached to ascertain what they 
were doing. He heard them repeat 
his name with great tenderness, and 
entreat heaven to pardon his sins, and 
make him a good and righteous man. 
Their words made a deep impression 
on his mind, and he returned to his 
house greatly troubled about his im- 
mortal soul. When his little boys came 
in, he conversed much with them, and 
anxiously inquired what he must do to 
be sayed. ‘* Pray to Jesus, dear papa,” 
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replied the eldest, overjoyed at the 
great change in his parent; ‘*he died 
for poor sinners, and he has promised 
to have mercy on all who will come 
unto him.” 

The father retired toa secret place 
where he remained several hours, in 





deep and earnest prayer, but could find | 


no relief for his awakened soul; he 
continued in great agony of mind for 
some time, till at length the Saviour’s 
pardoning smile dispelled the dark 
clouds that had gathered around him, 
and he found great joy and consolation 
in believing. He immediately forsook 
his vicious practices, engaged in a lu- 
crative employment, and soon raised 
his family from the most abject pover- 
ty toa state of ease and respectability. 
He gave much to the Sabbath-school 
society, for he said it had been the 
means of saving him from wretched- 
ness in this world, and eternal misery in 
the world to come. 

There was a coloured boy in this 
school, about twelve years of age, who 
had never before received the least in- 
struction. He soon became a very at- 
tentive scholar, and appeared extreme- 
ly anxious to learn something about 
heaven, and what he should doto reach 
that land of blessedness. He had for- 
merly habituated himself to the fre- 
quent use of profane language; but 
now he abhorred the idea of taking in 
vain the name of that glorious Being, 
who not only gave him life and con- 
tinued it to him, but also bestowed on 
him every blessing which he enjoyed. 

Many children became hopefully 
pious, and so great was the change 
produced by the Sabbath-school, that 
many began to anticipate a general re- 
formation, which actually occurred a 
few months after. I had, however, 
been absent from the place some time, 
and have not since visited it. 

I write this little sketch merely to 
show the importance of instructing 
children in the things of religion, and 
more particularly the advantage of 


Sabbathrschools.— Rochester Observer. 





WHAT SORT OF RELIGION HAVE rou? 


Last Sabbath, as the children were 
assembled at the third Presbyterian 
church, in Rochester, N. Y. a few of 

















them were standing in the porch, a wag. 
on with a number of persons in it, appa- 
rently ona journey, stopped, and one of 
the men called out to the children, 
** Hallo! there, what sort of religion 
do you have here’” One of the lads 
replied, “‘ A sort of religion that for- 
bids our travelling on the Sabbath.” 
The inquirer passed on without making 
any reply. —Hochester Observer. 


NORTH CAROLINA, 


The attention of the Board has been 
frequently called to the state of Sun- 
day-schools in North Carolina, and 
they have made several attempts to 
have all the counties visited by proper 
agents to accomplish this object, but 
hitherto with only partial success. 
Their endeavours, however, have been 
met in numerous instances by the zeal- 
ous co-operation of distinguished indi- 
viduals. There are several schools 
which owe their origin and success to 
the persevering efforts of pious fe- 
males, and we hope their number may 
be greatly increased. Some of the dif- 
ficulties in the way of the general es- 
tablishment of Sunday-schools are no- 
ticed in a letter just received by the 
Corresponding Secretary, from the 
Hon. Judge Potter of Fayetteville, 
from which we make the following ex- 
tracts: 


I find it a most difficult task to in- 
spire the good people of this state with 
sufficient zeal for Sunday-schools. All 
speak well of such institutions; but 
there are very few who can be pre- 
vailed upon to take the lead in getting 
up and supporting them. The pecu- 
niary embarrassments of our state, hin- 
der the successful efforts of the few 
zealous friends more, I think, than any 
other cause. But we are struggling 
through our difficulties, and I hope 
ere long to see the benevolent work 
in which we are engaged, flourish in 


| North Carolina as it does in other 
| states. 
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I presented the subject to our last 
annual synod, and they passed a reso- 
jution recommending it to the friends 
of Zion within their bounds, and ap- 

ointed a committee to form and pub- 
{sh a constitution for county Sunday- 
school unions, and an address to the 

ublic. 
afew weeksago. The committee wish- 
ed first to procure some suitable agent 
to travel throughout the state, for the 
purpose of instituting schools. No 
such person, however, could be ob- 
tained, and we are doing nothing now 
but recommending. 1 wish very much 
to attend our next synod, in Novem- 
ber. Should I do so, J intend to press 
the subject on the members of the sy- 
nod individually, and obtain, if possi- 
ble, their promises for exertion and 
zeal in the cause. Two schools have 
been recently instituted in this county, 
and I calculate on forming a Union for 
the county very soon; and I hope other 
counties will follow the example. It 
isa work in which I take delight, un- 
profitable as I am; and I do not despair 
of seeing it succeed throughout our 
state. But we must wait and labour. 
May the Lord prosper it for his own 
glory and the happiness of the rising 
generation. 


This duty was performed but | 





I am on the wing, and therefore | 


much hurried. May a kind providence 
preserve and abundantly reward you 
for your labours of love, and give suc- 
cess to our national institution, even 
above our most sanguine expectations. 
Truly and sincerely yours, &c. 
H. Porter. 


HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, 


A letter just received from William 
Leech, superintendent of the Hunts- 
ville Sunday-school, informs us, that 
they have enrolled about one hundred 
scholars, eighty of whom usually at- 
tend. Their school is conducted by a 
superintendent and twelve teachers, 
and they have a society regularly or- 
ganized, of which the Rev. J. Allen is 
president. 














smaller periodical (the Youth’s Friend), 
and we are happy, at their own re- 
quest, to have an opportunity of intro- 
ducing doth to their notice. We hope 
they may be extensively and usefully 
circulated in their vicinity. 


OPINION IN VERMONT. 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Joseph Perkins, of 
Castleton, Vt. to the Corresponding Secreta- 
ry, Sept. 24, 1828. 


Our school in this town, is in a more 
interesting state than I have ever 
known it before. As the procurin 
means of this, I attribute the union of 
our different schools in one in the 
centre of the town, (our schools being 
held in the meeting-house during the 
intermission of service,) the increase 
of our library, the circulation of the 
S. S. Magazine, and the exertions of a 
faithful superintendent. We perhaps 
have fewer scholars since the union of 
our schools; but now a much greater 
amount of good influence bears upon 
the whole. Both parents and children 
are more interested, and the scholars 
are under better instruction than many 
were before. Still much remains to be 
done; we have not half the number of 
scholars we ought to have, and who 
might, with little inconvenience, at- 
tend. Yet we do not despair of bring- 
ing all to the teaching of God’s holy 
word, and thus preparing them for the 
teaching of his spirit. We feel grate- 
ful to the National Society for its pa- 
ternal care, and to those of its officers 
in particular, whose time and talents 
are so much consecrated tothe worth 
cause in which they are employed. 
And we pray God to guide them in 
his own right way, until every child in 
our land shall be taught of God; and 
this we are encouraged to pray for, 
inasmuch as a fabric, so noble and di- 
vine in its object as our Parent Socie- 
ty, bears the stamp of divine work- 
manship, and as certainly as the sun of 
day scatters the darkness of night, so 
certainly I believe this moral sun will 
advance, until the darkness of sin shall 


| be chased from every infant mind, and 


all shall know the Lord, from the least 
They have never seen this, nor our || to the greatest. 
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THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, A MO- 
TIVE FOR DILIGENCE, 


The discouragements which a Sun- 
day-school teacher has to encounter 
are often of a painful nature. He has 
not only to sacrifice the hours of the 
Sabbath, so sacred and pleasureable to 
every true Christian, but he adds the 
fatigue of his body and the labours of 
his mind, to impress upon his young 
charge the necessity and value of re- 
ligion. Besides this, the apathy and 
inattention which scholars manifest, 
frequently operate to chill the ardour 
of that love which animated his breast 
when entering on his work. Fre- 
quently too does he feel ona review 
of himself, that there has been a want 
of that fervent and spiritual zeal which 
ought to have characterized his con- 
duct, and a want of that self-denying 
affection which ought to have animat- 
ed him in his efforts for the souls of 
his young charge. 

Far be it from me to insinuate that 
it arises always from a criminal or cul- 
pable source in himself—a variety of 
circumstances may operate to produce 
this sad effect: a physical cause may 
produce it, and considering how much 
our material system operates on the 
soul, more perhaps may be resolved 
into this cause than many are aware of. 

But still allowing that there are 
many teachers who conscientiously en- 
deavour to discharge their duties to the 
best of their abilities, yet it cannot be 
doubted, that there is a great want of 
this holy earnestness and zeal among 
many. As a motive for unremitted 
diligence and perseverance, I would 
now make a few remarks: The worth 
of the soul in respect of its immortality. 

It is this principle that raises us 
above the brutes. Being possessed 
with insatiable desires, it is continually 
going forth in its longings for the at- 
tainment of something yet unrealized. 
Nor is it possible that earthly things 
can satisfy its longings. The powers 
with which it is endowed above this 
material body prove its immortality. 
The body formed from the earth 
judges of earthly things, but the soul 
implanted in us by the Father of Spi- 
rits judges of things far beyond this 
mortal ken. Being an emanation from 
God, it is capable of contemplating 
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_his character and perfections. 


Se 


Al. 
though it may be lost to right feeling, 


_ and sunk in vice, still the soul retains its 


immortality, and possesses the facut, 
of conscience, by which all its actions 


are brought under review, and this 


vicegerent of God passes its sentence 


| within the mind. 


, Munion with God; it can realize thine 


Even now, in this present state, the 
soul can retire as it were into its own 
chambers, and hold converse and com. 


“ 


_ purely spiritual, a power which is ab- 





solutely and entirely denied to the 
body. Unlike the body it wants no 
rest; ever fresh and ever young, it 
pants for the enjoyment of which it is 
capable; soaring aloft on the wings of 
its imagination it tries to penetrate 
into eternity, but soon is overpowered 
by the present imperfections of its 
powers. 

Seeing then from this brief sketch 
how great is the value of the soul, 
how large its powers, how vast its ca- 
pabilities and comprehensions, how 
should we labour to bring again the 
soul to a right knowledge of its state 
and condition, how great an attention 
ought we to bestow on its welfare! 
How eagerly do we embrace opportu- 
nitics to alleviate the sufferings and 
miseries of humanity, and shall not the 
immortal principle which must liv 
when nature is dissolved, and flourish 
strong when death and the grave are 
overthrown and conquered, shall not 
it demand our more peculiar attention? 
Shall we not give that attention to the 
care of souls which now is expended 
in pampering our own bodies which 
soon must see corruption’ Has Christ 
died to save the soul, and shall we 
stand mere lookers on, whilst so many 
are going down to the pit? Do we not 
see the infinite value of the soul in that 
the Lord of life should lay aside his 
robes of glory, and leave his throne and 
the blissful courts of heaven, and ta- 
bernacle among men, to die for them, 
in order that he might save them from 
the hands of the destroyer? Does not 
the malignity which evil spirits mani 
fest show the value of the soul? They 
are ever active to draw aside our feet 
from the ways of holiness and the 
paths of happiness, causing us to feel 
gratification in the enjoyment of sin, 
that so they may blind us and lead us 
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captive at their will, binding us fast in 
their chains and entangling our feet in 
their net, to cast us into their horrible 
etary ' 
My friends, awake up and be doing; 
redeem the time, for the days are few 
and full of evil, and the work before us 
js great—the one thing needful. Death 
will soon come and deprive us as well 
of the means as the power; and who 
can express the anguish of the soul, 
when, instead of being filled with joy, 
and realizing the blest fruition of God 
and the Lamb for ever, it shall be fill- 
ed with agony and despair. Let this 
lethargy be at once shaken from our 
spirits, for while we sleep many are 
entering into eternity; and whilst we 
indulge in a state of inglorious ease, 
our scholars may be called to leave 
this present state: and what if their 
blood be required at our hands? 


Socivus. 


FLAN OF THE REV. JAMES HERVEY IN 


CATECHISING. 


His method of catechising children 
in the church, and of speaking to them 
in private, was very engaging and use- 
ful. We give this in his own words: 
““As to instructing children, my me- 
thod is to ask them easy questions, 
and to teach them easy and short an- 
swers. The Lord’s prayer was the 
subject of our last explanation. In 
some such manner I proceeded: Why 
is this prayer called the Lord’s pray- 
er? Because our Lord taught it.— 
Why is Christ called our Lord? Be- 
cause he bought us with his blood.— 
Why does he teach us to call God, Fa- 
ther? That we may go to him as chil- 
dren to a father. —How do children go 
to God as a father? With faith, not 
doubting but he will give them what 
they want.—Whzy our Father in Hea- 
ven? That we may pray to him with 
reverence.—What is meant by God’s 
name? God himself, and all his per- 
fections.—What by hallowed? That 
he may be honoured and glorified.— 
How is God to be honoured’ In our 
hearts, with our tongues, and by our 
lives, &c.—On such questions { en- 
deavour to comprehend, not all that 
may be said, but that only which may 
be level to their capacities, and is most 
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for them to know. The 
answer to each question I explain in 
the most familiar manner possible, in 
such a manner as a polite hearer might 
treat with the most sovereign con- 
tempt; little similes I use, that are 
quite low. In every explanation I 
would be short, but repeat it again 
and again; tautology in this case is the 
true propriety of speaking to our little 
auditors, and will be better than all 
the graces of eloquence.” 

He would at these times ask such 
questions as were not only suitable to 
the words of the catechism, but also 
such as would strike at the capital 
vices of his parishioners. Some of 
these having lain in bed on a Sabbath 
morning longer than he approved, 
others having been busy in foddering 
their cattle when he was coming to 
church, and several having frequented 
the alehouse, he thus catechised one 
of the children before the congrega- 
tion: ‘*Repeat me the fourth com- 
mandment —Now, my little man, do 
you understand the meaning of this 
command? Yes, sir.—Then, if you 
do, you wiil be able to answer me these 
questions: Do those keep holy the 
Sabbath-day, who lie in bed till eight 
or nine o’clock in the morning, in- 
steal of rising to say their prayers, or 
read their Bibles’? No, sir. —Do those 
keep the Sabbath who fodder their 
cattle when other people are going to 
church? No, sir.—Does God Almigh- 
ty bless such as go to ale-houses on 
the Sabbath, and don’t mind the in- 
struction of their minister? No, sir.— 
Do those who love God, read the Bi- 
ble in their families, particularly on 
Sabbath evening, and have prayers 


nece ssary 


| every morning and night in their 


houses’ Yes, sir."--A great variety 
of such pertinent questions he would 
frequently ask, in. the most familiar 
and engaging manner, on every part 
of the catechism, as he thought most 
conducive to the improvement and 
edification of his people. Indeed, he 
seems to have paid peculiar attention 
to the lambs of the flock. We have 
many instances of this. To a friend 
he writes: ‘** Your dear little ones, the 
olive plants about your table, I trust 
are in a flourishing state. May the 
good Lord fulfil his gracious promises 
to them, and the children of your ho- . 
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noured neighbour. May he pour his || from the press, will convince us of the 
Spirit upon your seed, and his bless- 
ing upon your offspring, that they . 
a ie ab Gin ‘hgeledet and || the charge of procuring books fo; 
grace) as willows by the water || children (whether parents or teachers) 
courses.” To another he says, **I |] should be careful of what they nlace 
have just been giving an exhortation pn tl 
to my young brethren: I have warned ' 
them to remember their Creator in || to promise good, should produce great 
the days of their youth. My thoughts |} evil. 
were led to the subject by an alarming 
providence, which snatched away one || , ; 
of their companions in the gaiety of |} Interesting work lately published with 
youth. May the hand of the Almighty || the above attractive title. We consi- 
set home the word of his ministers! 
May young persons come, in the vi- 
gour of health, to the feet of the Re- 
deemer, and devote their warm affec- |} whole is in the form of a dialogue, of 
tions to his service! And O may the || which children are extremely apt { 
preacher himself (then a young man) ‘ 
both lead them in the way, and en- _ 
courage them to follow!” and familiar, and the conversations are 
As long as he was able, he catechis- || conducted “cleverly and naturally.” 
ed the children of his parishes in the ‘ 
summer season in the church, on the 
catechism, the creed, the ten com- 
mandments, and the Lord’s prayer. || plored that we should be compelled 
He was much pleased with (as he utterly to condemn such a work, as 
says) some hopeful young people, who 
came together to visit him one after- 
noon. He introduced a discourse on and conveying sentiments the most 
growth in grace, and settled times for pernicious in a pleasing and insinua- 
future conferences with them on divine 
subjects. He used to recommend to ee 
them “Henry’s Pleasantness of Reli- || by the younger members of a family, 





great necessity that those who hay, 
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in their hands; lest that which seems 


We sclect, as a single instance, 


i 


der it calculated to engage the atte 
tion of the youthful mind, although th¢ 


become weary. The style is winning 


But that there is so much to com- 
| mend, only renders it more to be d 


grossly violating ‘* Scriptural truth,” 


ting form. The questions are asked 


gion,”’ and ‘Jenks’ Glorious Victory || and are answered by their eldest sis- 
of Chastity.” ter, Anne. Asa specimen of the au- 
— thor’s sentiments on the “love” and 
A SISTER’S GIFT. ‘‘ fear” of God, we sclect the follow- 

ing: 


A Sister’s Girt; consisting of conver- 


sations on Sacred subjects, intended Harriette. —You said just now, Anne, 
for the instruction and amusement of that God will protect those who love 
ey and fear him as they ought. Do you 

the younger branches of her family, || know, 1 feel as if 1 loved him so very 
on Sundays. 196 pp. 18mo. New || much that I am not afraid of him’ | 
York. W. B. Gruzer. 1828. cannot help thinking that he Is so very 
very good that he will never do an) 
Since the establishment of Sunday- || harm to me. I love him and try to 
schools has become very general, and please him, and I think if any body was 
; to do so to me, I should not feel inclin- 
ed to punish them. Now, you know 
among children and youth, the num- || heisa great deal kinder and more com- 
ber of buoks for young persons, which || passionate than I am, or can be; and 


* one . when I think of that, I feel as if I never 
profess to be religious, has greatly in- could be afraid of him while I try to 


‘ ; . 
creased. A little attention to a portion | please him, and this seems to make me 
of those which are constantly issuing || love him more. Is this wrong’ 





a taste for reading has been excited 
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"as tlie no! indeed, my dear I so much left of conscience and 


Harriette. It is said in the Bible, “ per- 
fect love casteth out fear.” This is just 
as you should feel, but as few people 
except young children do feel, be- 
cause, as we grow up, almost all of us 
do something to forfeit our self-esteem, 
which makes us fear the just displea- 
sure of God; and, though we may re- 
pent and amend, we cannot be exactly 
sure of the just degree of punishment 
we deserve, and this makes us unhap- 
pyand fear God, as well as love him. 
But even this is better, much better, 
than neither fearing nor loving him, 
which is the case with some persons. 
And, by very strict attention to our 
conduct, we may after some time re- 
gain our self-approbation and love of 
God untainted by fear, which is what 
1 think our Saviour means by being 
“born again.” Keep your present 
feelings, my dear Harriette, as long as 
you can, and remember, “of such is 
the kingdom of heaven!” pp. 18, 19. 


To some of our Sabbath-school chil- || 
dren, whose minds are imbued with || 


‘Scriptural truth,” and who are 
taught that *‘ the heart of man is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperate- 
ly wicked,” that ** the whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint, &c.” 
and that ** salvation is of grace, not of 
works, lest any man should boast;” 
the following language of our author 
would probably require much expla- 
nation. 


i 





} 


Anne.—Those who, to the best of | 


their ability, have performed their | 


duty—who have erred only when off 


their guard, and have diligently endea- | 


voured to make amends for their 
faults, have nothing to fear from sud- 
den death. p. 182. 

Anne.—Those only have much cause 
to dread it, who have determined to 
make their death-bed the place for 


their repentance and reconciliation | 


with heaven; who are involved in so 
many errors, perhaps crimes, that a 
sudden removal from the midst of 
them would leave no hope for their 


feeling, that there is hope a longer 
season of trial might be productive of 
a ** change of beart and life.” pp. 183, 
184. 

How would such a child understand 
the nature of repentance from the fol- 
lowing definition? 

Inne.—True repentance is such, 
that if you were suffered to live a lit- 
tle longer, you would earnestly endea- 
vour to regain your self-esteem, and 
your Maker’s approbation, by perform- 
ing every duty, and conquering every 
bad habit in your power, p. 184, 


And if that little child has a sense of 
the value of religion—if that young 
heart has been led to the Saviour of 
sinners as its rock of salvation,—to 
place its hopes on Christ Jesus, and 
him crucified, as the only refuge of 
guilty fallen creatures;—would it not 
shrink with terror, from the page 
which contained the avowal of senti- 
ments such as these. 


/Anne.—I believe that the sufferings 
of the first Christians as well as of 
Christ himself, dreadful as they were, 
were necessary to the firm establish- 
ment of Christianity, and to the happi- 


' ness of mankind in future ages: for it 
| was highly desirable that no one, to 
| the end of time, should be able to say 


that persons became Christians be- 
cause it was a means of introducin 
them to worldly honours. I thin 
persecution was also the principal 
cause of the evidences of Christianity 
being so rigorously examined at a time 
when every means of doing it was 
equally in the power of both its friends 
and enemies. pp. 106, 107. 


The latter part of the preceding 
quotation, we confess ourselves unable 
entirely to comprehend: we had al- 


ways thought persecution to have 
been among the consequences rather 


obtaining a heavenly reward, as none | . : 
had been merited; but who yet have = But we will not intrude more of this 





than the cause, of the evidences of 


Christianity being rigorously examined. 
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on our readers; we only desire to reite- | THE CHRISTIAN MARTYRS. 

rate once more our friendly caution 
to the purchasers of books for children; 
they should be extremely careful, as 


| Canist1aN Martyrs; or, Famitiae 
CONVERSATIONS ON THE SUFFERINGS 


OF SOME EMINENT CaRisTians. By 


the fountain which conveys health | sp. .Quthor of Scenes in Georgia. 
and vigour to the moral life, is capa- Written for the American Sunday. 
ble of being thus polluted, and made School Union. Pp. 120, 18mo. Am 
the source of poison and destruction to S. S. U. 1828. 

the soul. 


With great pleasure do we recom. 
mend to our readers the perusal of this 
THE BROKEN HYACINTH. valuable little volume. It contains 

much historical information, conveyed 

: UKEN CINTH; 0 ZLLEN | - . : 
Tas Beoxex Hraciwra; on, Exes in a touching and engaging manner, 
anv Soruta. By Mrs. Sherwood, 
Authur of Little Henry and his Bear- 
er, Ec. Pp. 106, 18mo. Am. S. 8. 


Union, 1828. 


| in a series of conversations between a 
_mother and her children, on Sunday 
evenings. Short narratives of the lives 
and sufferings of some of the most emi- 
This little volume is embellished |) nent among the martyred followers of 
with a very fine steel engraving by the Lord Jesus, drawn from the most 
Longacre. It affords another illustra- |, authentic and respectable authorities, 
tion of the happy talent of its celebrat- | afford a fund of infor: ation valuable 
ed author, to amuse and interest, while | in its kind, and easy of access to those, 


it instructs the youthful mind. The || Whose engagements will not permit, 


simple history of the lives and charac. |) °F whose inclination would not lead 


ters of the twin sisters, Ellen and So- |, them to the perusal of more extended 
phia, is made the basis of many excel- |! and enlarged sources of knowledge. 
lent practical remarks. The little in- || For gratifying the curiosity, (often ex- 
° _s . i , 2 ‘é > , venee 99 
cidents of their infant days, their school | cited by the name of ‘* the Martyrs,’’) 
*y . . TY ” er 29 7" € ] ‘T’e 
occupations and companions, and their |) 294 impressing the hearts and unc 
venerable preceptress, with the very |, standings of children and youth, we 
different effect of her instructions on || Consider the work before us peculiarly 


: ; . it is ° ht . at it 
the characters of the two sisters, are || adapted. And it is our hope that! 


may be extensively read, and become 








presented before us. The entire dis- 


as | mitemstoale tse 
similarity of these characters: the gen- |, *% extensively useful. 





tle loveliness and piety of the one, con- 
trasted with the sullenness, obstinacy, | WARRENTON, ¥. c. 

and selfishness of the other, is made | To the Corresponding Secretary. 
striking and impressive. The young At a late meeting of the teachers 
and superintendent of the Sabbath- 
school in this place, it was resolved, 
unanimously, that hereafter this school 
be auxiliary to the American Suncay- 
School Union. It was commenced on 
the 23d of March, 1828. It enrols 54 
} scholars, all of whom attend as regu- 
| larly as is practicable. It has nine 


reader is led to see that religion is con- 





ducive to happiness in any situation; 
while the want of it is not only danger- 





ous to ourselves, but renders us liable 
to add to the unhappiness and discom- 
fort of all around us, by our evil tem- 


pers and dispositions. teachers, six females and three males; 
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has a male superintendent. 
library of 280 volumes, besides many 


tracts, magazines, pamphlets, &c. For \ 


come time we used tickets, but on the 


It owns a || 


| 


; 


opening of the library, every scholar | 


gladly gave up all tickets for the pri- 
vilege of taking out a book weekly. 
This library is effecting wonders in 
changing the manners and habits, not 
only of children, but of parents also. 
Parents have “ consumed the midnight 
oil” in reading them. Anna Ross is a 
eat favourite with old and young. 
The Lord bless Sunday-schools, and 
all who are engaged in their cause. 
Yours, Wu. 8. Prumer. 


TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS. 


| force to Bible classes. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. George Boyd, | 


General Agent, dated Utica, Aug. 29, 1828. 


The anniversary of the Western 
Sunday-School Union, was held yes- 
terday in this place. It was an inte- 
resting occasion to the friends of Sun- 
day-schools. 
day of business, in the transaction of 
which, men of the first respectability 
and piety took a part. The Board of 
Managers, with the delegates in at- 
tendance from the adjacent counties, 
of whom I suppose there was no less 
than forty, met at 11 o’clock in the 
morning. 

At 3 o’clock, P. M. the public ex- 
ercises were held in the church, Mr. 
Aiken’s, parts of the report read and 
three addresses delivered—the first by 
Elder Bennet; the second, by Dr. Lan- 
sing, of Auburn; and the third, by the 
Rev. J. F. Halsey, General Agent of 
the Central Union. 


In the evening, the managers and | 


delegates again met, when | had an 
opportunity of presenting the claims of 


the parent society, when the meeting |, 


resolved to furnish all the destitute 
children within the bounds of their own 
Union with a copy of the New Testa- 
ment. <A stock, divided into shares of 
$3 each, has been created, sufficient, 
when the shares are taken up, to raise 
a fund of $7,500, of which $2,000 is 
to be appropriated to the American 
Sunday-School Union. 


were subscribed at the first meeting in 
Utica, 








SYNOD OF ALBANY. 


In the narrative of the state of reli- 
gion within the bounds of this synod, 
lately published, we find the following 


| statement: 


Sabbath-schools have, during the 
last year, greatly multiplied within our 
bounds; and these primary schools of 
piety and virtue are rising higher and 
higher, every day, in the sympathies 
and affections of the church. The 
same remark will apply with equal 
The numbers 
attached to these spiritual seminaries, 
it is not in our power to state. Three 
hundred and fifty belong to the Bible 
classes of Camden, in the Presbytery 
of Oswego, embracing persons from 
childhood to old age; and one hundred 
of the hopeful converts in the late re- 
vival in that town, were members of 


} the Sabbath-schools and Bible classes. 


In the first church in Utica, one hun- 


|| dred and fifty belong to a Bible class, 


The whole day was a | 


| the churches, as they ought. 


About $500 1 


under the instruction of the elders; and 
another class is taught by the pastor. 
Nor have the churches been reluctant 
to contribute of their property, when 
necessary, for the promotion of these 
institutions. The Otsego Presbytery 
have employed a Sabbath-school mis- 
sionary, for the term of one year, and 
pay him four hundred dollars for his 
services. The Central Union are 
making efforts to raise two thousand 
dollars for this cause; and the Western 
Union are making similar efforts to pro- 
cure for this object seven thousand dol- 
lars, two thousand dollars of which 
they intend to forward to the parent 
institution. Libraries are almost every 
where among us, made the objects of 
special attention. In these Sabbath- 
schools, our own churches are asso- 
ciated with our brethren of other de- 
nominations; and in this work they go 
hand in hand. 

In most of our congregations the 
Monthly Concert is attended, and, in 
some of them, the Concert for Sab- 
bath-schools: but neither of these pray- 
er-meetings have as yet embodied the 
energies, or united the supplications of 
The 
great apathy which yet prevails in re- 
lation to both of these concerts, is evi- 
dence that the spirit of millennium has 
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Sabbath- School Missionaries. 
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not vet entered deeply into the hearts 
of God’s people. Before the world 
will be regenerated, the heathen and 
children must find a higher and holier 
place, and a mere endearing remem- 
brance, in the supplications of the 
church. 


PETERSTOWNSHIP, PA, 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 


By the bearer I forward you twelve 
dollars, on behalf of the New Church 
S. School, Peterstownship, Franklin 
county, Pa. By a vote of our asso- 
ciation, we have agreed to be auxiliary 
to your Union. You will retain the 
sum required by your constitution; 
and, for the balance, we wish you to 
forward us books. Our school con- 
tains about 65 scholars. Our officers 
are, David Dunwody, President; Na- 
than Brownson, Vice-president; and 
John M‘Farland, Secretary and Trea- 
surer. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL MISSIONARIES, 


Mr. Editor—I am just about finish- 
ing a course of study of theology, and 
expect soon to go forth as a labourer 
in the vineyard of the Lord. I have 
long been ‘accustomed to watch the 
signs of the times, but for the last few 
months my mind has been peculiarly 
tried and perplexed to determine in 
what particular field it is my duty to la- 
bour. On every hand the fields are 
white forthe harvest. There are numer- 
ous places among the heathen where 
darkness is ready to ‘‘ comprehend”’ the 
light. Ihave thought much of these 
places, and have read with tears letters 
from missionaries, and especially Gor- 
don Hall’s ** Appeal.” Again, I have 
thought much of South America, where 
the revolutionary spirit has thrown off 
the shackles of superstition, and left 
thousands afloat on the ocean of infi- 
delity, and shrouded in the thick clouds 
of stupid ignorance. Again, our own 
country, in the north and the south, 
calls loudly for preachers; and the 
great valleys beyond the mountains 
are crving, © Come over, and help 


' Us. 
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' careful examination of their 


_ itinerant missions, 





And last, though not least, the 
Sabbath-school cause is c calling for mis. 
sionaries to devote their time exely. 
sively to its promotion. From ed 
practice in these schools, and from 4 
effects, 
and of the moral power that rests jy, 
them, I am disposed to think, that by 


spending the prime of life in pr 


moting them, I can accomplish mor 
for the cause of my Master, in one 
year, than I can in five years, by any 
other means. But there are certai 
obstacles in the way, which acta 5 
arise from my ignorance of the subject 
I will state them to you, and beg you 


| would explain the nature of a Sabbath. 
_ school missionary’s employment. 


1, I suppose a Sabbath-school ha 
sionary is expected to travel, 
place to place, preach to the cae 01 
the subject, take up collections or sub. 
scriptions, and pass on to other places 


| Such a course is excessively wearisome 


to both body and mind; and I notice 
that our young men, who commen 
seldom hold out 
more than one or two years. To | 
always among strangers is discordant 
with the very principles of our nature, 
even though those strangers may be 
brethren, and entertain us kindly. 


2. I think it is expected of a Sab- 
bath-school missivnary, that he dev: 
| his whole time to the cause directly. ; 


have serious objections to this. Ifa 
young man is in motion on public busi- 
ness every day, he cannot spend an) 
time in reading and study—a depriva- 
tion of the most serious nature, for no 
one can retain his mental faculties in 
operation without study. We 
as well expect the body to grow and 
be active without food or sleep. There 
is no perpetual motion in mechanics, 
neither is it possible forthe mind of man 
to hold a perpetual course of action 
without renewing, or replenishing * 
with new ideas. In the Sabbath-school, 
the system of instruction is rapidly im- 
proving, and a missionary ought cer- 
tainly to be able not only to learn the 
improvements which others make, but 
he himself should be able to correct 
and improve the teaching in the va- 
rious circumstances in which schools 
are located. A man cannot dothis who 
is constantly engaged in missionary 
work. Isthere any way by 
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reacher can be partially located, 
spending a part of his time in visiting 
and revisiting schools of a certain dis- 
trict? 

3. There is a difficulty with regard 
toa competent support. Those sec- 
tions of country which need Sabbath- 
schools most, would scarcely be willing 
to support a man to labour among them 
in that capacity. To pay a minister for 

reaching is considered a grievous and 
hard task to many, but to add more for 
a stranger to come and perform the 
neglected duties of their pastor, is con- 
sidered in many places intolerable. I 
am aware also, that the citizens and 
friends of the cause, do not furnish the 
Parent Society with the means of send- 
ing out missionaries to labour thorough- 
ly. Iam not anxious about money, but 
would like enough to furnish food and 
raiment. 

If you will explain in what way a 
Sabbath-school missionary can spend a 
number of years in the cause, you will 
relieve the anxieties of more than one 

THEOLOGICAL STUDENT. 


We have chosen to give the com- 
munication of a ** Theological Stu- 
dent” a place, just as he presented it, 
although at this moment we have not 
time to answer his queries. 


as 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN THE CAUSE 
OF SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


The following extract from Presi- 
dent Wayland’s Discourse on the Du- 
ties of an American Citizen, delivered 
on Fast Day, April 7, 1825, although 
it may have been read by most of our 
readers before, will doubtless be re- 
perused, in this connexion, with in- 
creased interest. Its value is enhanced 
in our estimation, from the fact, that it 
was written almost four years since, 
when Sabbath-schools had but partial- 
ly developed their intellectual and mo- 
ral tendency. Four years ago there 
were comparatively but few in Neéw- 
England, if we may judge by what had 
been done, that duly appreciated the 
influence of Sabbath-school instruc- 
tion. But in 1828, no man, in this part 
of our country, can be considered an 
enlightened patriot or Christian, who 

















—— 





will not heartily assent to the follow- 
ing sentiment: 

** If we would see the foundations 
laid broadly and deeply, on which the 
fabric of this country’s liberties shall 
rest to the remotest generations; if we 
would see her carry forward the work 
of political reformation, and rise the 
bright and morning star of freedom 
over a benighted world; Ict us elevate 
the intellectual and moral character of 
every class of our citizens, and espe- 
cially let us imbue them thoroughly 
with the principles of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

** Youth is the season for instilling 
into man the elements of knowledge, 
and the principles of piety; and hence 
the Christian world is universally en- 
gaged in the benevolent work of Sab- 
bath-school instruction. And here in 
passing I cannot but remark, that if in- 
deed our country shall be saved from 
that ruin which has awaited other re- 
publics, and shall move steadily on- 
ward in that career of glory which 
Providence has opened before her; 
next to the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures, to the Sabbath-school more than 
to anything else, do I verily believe 
that salvation will be owing. 

“ You see then that these institutions 
all have one common object in view, 
to elevate the intellectual and moral 
character of our people. Here is true 
philanthropy; here is Christian patriot- 
ism. And this is one reason why we 
so often present these charities to your 
notice. When therefore we.ask you 
to aid us in circulating the Bible, in 
sending the gospel to the destitute, or 
in educating the ignorant, you must 
not look unkindly at us; for we plead 
the cause of our country, of liberty, 
and of man.” 

The following from the pen of Pro- 
fessor Stuart, are worthy the careful 
perusal of every Christian minister: 

‘*1 do hope, most fervently hope, 
that the day is coming, when Chris- 
tians of every rank in life, who under- 
stand the plain and essential principles 
of the gospel, will, one and all, feel 
their obligation to urge them upon 
others around them. So did the pri- 
mitive Christians. And the same spi- 
rit, if it now existed among Christians, 
would lead to the same consequences, 
All who had any proper conception of 








336 


Sabbath-schools should be continued, §&c. 


Novembe r. 











the importance of divine truth, would 
not cease to speak of it, and to urge 
it upon others. The blessed institution 
of Sabbath-schools is beginning to show 
the importance and the practicability 
of this great principle of Christian ac- 
tion tothe church, at the present time. 
After slumbering for ages over her 
duty, the church, (I mean the private 
members of it,) are beginning to learn, 
that they have something to do, by 
their own personal efforts for him who 
redeemed them; and that /hey are to 
be active in his service, as well as the 


more formally consecrated ministers of 


his word. 
‘* While the whole system of teach- 
ing should be under the guidance and 


control of the minister, let him bring | 


into the service of God and the church 


every aid within his power. It is in this | 


way that a new day is to dawn on the 
church. Sabbath-schools and Bible 
classes are the harbingers of that day. 
They show the correctness of the prin- 
ciples which I have now been advo- 
cating; and show too, how imaginary 


are the fears of those, who are accus- | 


tomed to cdeclaim with so much vehe- 
mence against lay-teaching. Where is 
the minister, that has done his duty in 
regard to those modes of instruction, 
who has not found lay-feachers (such 
as I have described) a powerful auxi- 
liarv in the great business of his voca- 
tion’” 

We give the above extracts, with 
the following communication, hoping 
to remove the impression which still 
lingers on the minds of some indivi- 
duals, “ that Sabbath-schools received 
but little patronage or countenance 
from minds of the higher order.” 

The undersigned regard the institu- 
tion of Sabbath-schools, in which that 
instruction is communicated to the 
rising generation, which prepares them 
to understand the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of the Holy Scriptures, as one of 
the most important of all the means 
employed, in training up the young to 
be virtuous and useful citizens, as well 
as active and faithful members of the 
kingdom of Christ. We do most cor- 
dially approve of the united efforts 
now made, in different parts of our 
country, to promote the interests of 
this institution, and ardently wish to 
see them made much more extensive- 
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ly, and with still greater energy and 
success. United efforts to do good 
are, we believe, the very object, which 
our Saviour had in view, in the instity. 
tion of Christian churches. We hope 
to see all the wise and good in oy, 
country, united in their efforts to trai, 
up the rising generation in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. We mos: 
sincerely commend to the blessing of 
God, all the efforts made for this pu 
pose; and we pray that they may 
crowned with abundant success. ~ 
Lyman Beecuen, 
DanieEt Suarp, 
Wakrew Fay, 
Howanp MaAtcow, 
Joun H. Cuurca, 
B. B. Wisner, 
SaMUEL Huprarp. 
S. S. Treasury. 
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LITCHFIELD SABBATH-SCHOOL, 


The Sabbath-school at Litchfield, 
Herkimer county, has shared richly in 
the effusions of the Holy Spirit. Not 
less than fifteen teachers and twent: 
scholars, are numbered as the reci- 
pients of Divine grace. All the teach. 
ers are now professors of religion. 

The Bible class embraces one bhun- 
dred members twenty of whom have 
been hopefully converted during th 
present revival. These twenty were 
from the Sabbath-school. 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS SHOULD BE CON- 
TINUED THROUGH THE WINTER. 
During the present month, most of 
our Sabbath-schools will probably set- 
tle the important question, whether 
they shall be continued through the 
winter. We trust, no school will 
be found which will settle this ques 
tion in the negative, without serous, 
prayerful consideration, For, to those 
schools which shall be discontinucd 
the coming winter, we have good rea 
son to fear that the impulse which has 
been given the present season, will be 
almost entirely lost. For, if we may 
reason from the history of the past, we 


ce 


must expect that they will commenc 
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their operations the next spring with 
about the same number and interest 
they had the last spring: while those 
that hold on their way, will be con- 
tinually increasing their numbers and 
interest, until, at the opening of the 
spring, they will have acquired a most 
important advantage over their more 
timid brethren. 

The Sabbath-school in Danville, Vt. 
had never numbered more than seven- 
ty-five scholars, previous to the last 
winter. Last autumn the resolution 
was adopted, that its operations should 
not be suspended on account of cold 
or distance. The school soon increased 
to 200, and at present contains 240, 
while many of the inhabitants of Dan- 
ville, live five or six miles from the 
meeting-house. 

Weare informed, by good authority, 
that the effects of Winter Sunday- 
schools in many other places, in Ver- 
mont, have been nearly the same as in 
Danville. —S. 8S. Treasury. 





SABBATH-SCHOOL CELEBRATION. 


The Sabbath-school celebration took 
place in this village (Homer) on the 
22d September, pursuant to previous 
notice. The day was warm and plea- 
sant, and the appearance of the scho- 
lars calculated to awaken the most 
pleasing emotions. The number, ata 
moderate estimate, was between five 
and six hundred. The exercises were 
as follow:—Prayer, by Rev. J. Keep; 
reading of the report of the board, by 
Rev. L. Lyons; address to the scholars 
by Mr. J. A. Carnahan, Sabbath-school 
agent; address to the teachers, by Rev. 
L.. Lyons; address to parents, by Rev. 
Peleg Card; address to the public, 
prayer and benediction, by Rev. A. 
Bennet. The exercises were accom- 
panied with excellent singing, led by 
Mr. Moffett. The addresses were ge- 
nerally well adapted, and appeared to 
enlist the attention and feelings of the 
interesting group, for whose benefit 
they were primarily intended. 

It appeared, by the report, that Sab- 
bath-schools are now in successful ope- 
ration in all the towns in the county, 
except Willet. When Mr. Carnahan 
commenced his services, only about 


300 children were enjoying the bene- 
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fits of these efforts; now there are 
2,400, and an impulse has been given, 
which will be permanently beneficial. 
There are, however, 6,000 children in 
the county, between the ages of five 
and fifteen—so that after all that has 
been accomplished, only a little more 
than one-third of the whole number 
are yet brought under the immediate 
influence of this method of instruction. 
Increased efforts are therefore demand- 
ed of the friends of Sabbath-schools, 
to extend this benign system to every 
town, neighbourhood, and hamlet, 
within the limits of our county. Let 
these efforts be made—and the ti- 
tude of the rising generation, and the 
approbation and smiles of a kind Pro- 
vidence, will be a sure and sufficient 
reward. 





WESTERN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


The third annual report of the Wes- 
tern Sunday-School Union, has just 
come tohand. We shall make a few 
extracts. 


Employment of Agents. 


The experience of preceding years 
having wrought in us a thorough con- 
viction of the usefulness of Sunday- 
school missionaries, we resolved, at the 
opening of the present season, that, to 
the utmost of our power, we would 
secure to each county in our connexion, 
the benefits of missionary exertion for 
some portion of the year. According- 
ly, early in the season, we took mea- 
sures to obtain for this employment an 
adequate number of competent men. 
Our plan for the season has had the 
hearty concurrence of our auxiliaries, 
and we have found their zeal to exceed 
our expectations. All the county so- 
cieties have done something towards 
the extension of the missionary sys- 
tem. Most of them have also been 
signally prospered. Cayuga, for exam- 
ple, has nearly doubled its numbers— 
Onondaga and Herkimer trebled—Se- 
neca quadrupled—while Tioga has re- 
ceived still larger accessions. The 
three last named counties had, till the 
last year, received very little Sunday- 
school cultivation, and they may be 
held up as examples, and very satisfac- 
tory ones, of the benefits of Sunday- 
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school missions. ‘The munificence of 
the societies, and the well directed ef- 
forts of the gentlemen they employed, 
have been rewarded by the above 
cheering results. For ourselves, we 
are more and more strengthened in the 
belief, that the Sunday-school mission- 
ye 6 system furnishes one good instance 
of that predicted running to and fro 
by which knowledge is to be increased. 


Circulation of the Testament. 


In July, following the good example 
of St. Lawrence, we resolved to sup- 
ply to every child in Oneida county 
who could read, and who was destitute 
of the Scriptures, a copy of the New 
Testament. This resolution has already 
been in great part accomplished; and 
we hope the end of the next month 
will see it completely fulfilled. Judg- 
ing from the towns which have been 
already supplied, not less than ten 
thousand Testaments will be found 
requisite for this object. This is one 
of the cheapest as well as one of the 
most effectual methods yet devised, of 
spreading the knowledge of our bless- 
ed Lord; and we recommend it most 
cordially to our auxiliaries. ‘The plan 
is exceedingly simple, and is executed 
with little difficulty. Besides its direct 
good effects arising from the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures, it is found to 
bring into our schools many children 
which could not be reached by our 
missionaries. St. Lawrence, the pro- 
poser of the plan, has distributed four 
thousand five hundred copies. Onon- 
daga has followed the example, and 
nearly supplied all her children; and 
Herkimer, at her late anniversary, sig- 
nified a determination to execute the 
same object. 


Number of Scholars. 


According to the best returns we 
have been able to obtain, our society 
embraces one thousand and eighty-se- 
ven schools—seven thousand six hun- 
dred and ninety-four teachers—and 
forty-seven thousand scholars. 

Large as this number may seem, it 
is small compared to the one hundred 
and fifty thousand children between the 


ages of five and fifteen vears, who, ac- | 


cording to the last report of the super- 
intendent of Common Schools, inhabit 
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confined. Ten thousand is a high es. 
timate for the Sunday-scholars withj, 
our limits not attached to our society. 
These ten thousand being added }, 
our number, there remain more tha), 
ninety thousand children without Sup 
day-school instruction. Let it be ye. 
membered, that the children who are 
not found in the Sunday-school haye 
scarcely any religious instruction of 
any description—that it is the most ig 
norant and needy who most shun the 
light which is offered them, and who 
should most earnestly be sought }, 
the importunate eagerness, the meek 
ness and humility of Christian charity 

The stream of knowledge and virtue 
which your philanthropy would make 
to flow through the land, is met ani 
repelled by an opposing tide of yi 

and ignorance. Increased zeal, re- 
doubled efforts, must attest our uncon- 


| querable purpose to do our duty to 





the counties to which ouroperationsare || 


our country and our God, or the hon- 
our will be given to a less faithless ge. 
neration of gathering these stray lam) 
into the good Shepherd’s fold. 


Fruits. 


Of the number of teachers and schio- 
lars whom we have stated to appertain 
to our society, one hundred and thirty 
teachers and two hundred and forty 
scholars have been added to the king- 
dom of God. Though we trust the 
Redeemer has made these, in the ex- 
alted meaning of the gospel, kings and 
priests to his Father, the number we 
must confess is comparatively small; 
but as much good seed has been sown, 
we hope to see much of it yet spring 
up to bear fruit. We would that we 
had power to speak a word on this 
most momentous subject, which would 
inspire the friends of Salbath-schools 
with a higher faith, and lead them to 
more lofty aims. The Sunday-school 
claims to render its pupils, by the in- 
culcation of evangelical morality, better 
members of the state. But there isa 
better country even than this beautiful 
one, a more majestic commonwealth, 
conferring a nobler freedom and more 
glorious privileges, and requiring of cit 
zens more exalted character. It is the 
primary aim, the ultimate hope of the 
Sabbath-school, to fit its pupils to be 
citizens of this great and holy commu- 
nity, to introduce them into the liberts 
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of the children of God, and to make | Celebration of Independence. 
them inheriters of a felicity which eye mei. ame a 

hath not seen, nor ear heard, and which || rhe disorders which usually disgrace 


it hath not entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. Let then all Sun 
day-school teachers endeavour to in- 
spire in their charge the hope of this 
glorious destiny, and to acquaint them 
with the doom of those who despise it. 
Orderly lives, and minds stored with 
useful knowledge, will make them the 
support and ornament of civil society; 
but religion alone will give them a 


claim on the white robesand the palms | 


of heaven. 


Depository. 


We still keep the Depository con- | 


stantly supplied with a judicious as- 


sorunent of books. We have reduced | 


the prices to as low a rate as we dared, 
so that for cash we sell the American 
Union’s publications at a discount of 
twenty per cent. and to county socie- 
ties make an additional discount of five 
percent. Still, occasional complaints 
wre made of our high prices; but we 
give our friends the assurance that the 
Depository shall not be made a source 
of pecuniary profit: the public would 
not justify us if we did not make it 
support itself. Owing tothe pressure 
of the times, our sales have been much 
less, In proportion to our business in 
other departments, than they were last 
year. The building we then occupied 
has been burnt down; but our loss, 
which was forty-nine dollars, was made 
ood by insurance. 


Bible Classes. 


A committee was appointed at the 
last anniversary, to report how far it 
might be expedient to associate Bible 
class instruction with the system of 
Sunday-schools. Bible classes are near- 
ly related to Sunday-schools. They 
may afford needful instruction to those 
whose childhood passed away before 
the birth of Sunday-schools. But our 


concern with them arises from their | 


adaptedness to take up young people 
when they have grown too old to min- 
gle with mere children, and to assist 
them to go on to perfection. We wish 
to see a Bible class, wherever there is 
a Sunday-school, its most zealous pu- 
pils the Sunday-school teachers, a its 
instructer the clergyman. 



































the anniversary of our national inde- 
pendence, have been always matter of 
deep regret to all men of serious minds, 
Americans should not let it pass by 
like the other days of the year, nor 
should it be delivered up to licentious 
revelling. It should be celebrated in 
a manner at once cheerful and sober— 
in a manner fitted to inspire patriotic 
feeling, and to raise the heart in grati- 
tude to God. Many of the schools in 
our connexion have thought it not un- 
suitable to celebrate the day by a pro- 
cession, a simple feast, and such ad- 
dresses as would make the children 
aware of the great event thus comme- 
morated, blending the whole with re- 
ligious exercises. 


Conclusion 


There is one consideration, which 
has often struck us, as setting in a 
strong light the superiority of Sunday- 
schools over all others. ‘The only ad- 
vantage of the Lancasterian system 
consists in its enabling a single good 
teacher, by the assistance of his more 
advanced pupils, to manage a number 
of scholars, which, to his unassisted 
efforts, would be entirely unmanagea- 
ble. In such a school the elder scho- 
lars teach, and the master does little 
more than superintend: it must, of 
course, always be inferior to a small 
school, in which the master’s superior 
mind and greater attainments come in- 
to immediate contact with the minds 
of the scholars. Now every Sunday- 
school is actually a number of small 
schools, very small ones, in which not 
the unripe faculties of children, but 
the mature minds of men, are employ- 
ed in the business of teaching; and, 
whatever may be the imperfection of 
Sunday-school teachers, they must 
surely be superior to any children who 
ever acted as the monitors of a Lan- 
casterian school. But, let our teachers 
qualify themselves as they ought to do 
for their important duties, and the in- 
stitution in which they labour will more 
than deserve the commendation of 
Apam Sora, as the best scheme of 
education that was ever devised for 
the benefit of the mass of mankind. 
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Abstract of the Reports of the County Societies to the Western Sunday-Schoo! 
Union, August 28, 1828—embracing also the number of children in the seve. 
ral counties, &c. according to the Report of the Superintendent of Common 
Schools, presented to the Legislature, January 1, 1828. 

































taetienmneteeenenes —— 
. : b — Die we 
Counties. 4 9 = 2 Be lsissis 
a 3) =? "i666 
| N Pa nN _ = 5 2 me oR 
} 
Wis, 12 60 500 900 3483 3974 
Broome, 20 135 813 800 4222 5144 
Seneca, 25 210; 1200 5980 6615 
Sortland, 47 299} 1797; 1000 6399 771 
Herkimer, a 54 359} 1890 700 9680 10578 
a 35} 290) °1930} 2100} 10536) 1162; 
yuemango, =... .» 3 314} +2183} 1700 10377; = 13261 
Jswego, 77| 260; 2265; 1400 5990 6798 
Otsego, 56 390} 2650; 3300 14396 16692 
Jefferson, . a? ae 90 600; 3000} 2500 11934 13187 
Tioga, E. and W. District, 78 499) +3316 600 6050 6409 
St. Lawrence, .. . 80 550} §3440 7724 $216 
Madison, 103 700} 4000} 3000 10579 12554 
| 116} 735} 4130] 2300) 12860] 14190 
id: 112} 993} 6886] 5000} 16393} 18130 
Onondaga, 138} 1200} {7000} 2400 14339 1601: 
Total, | 1,074| 7,584] 47,000] 27,700] 150,942] 171,101 























* The returns from Tompkins are incomplete. 


From 18 schools, which re 


ported last year 810 scholars, no reports have been received. 
¢ No report was received from Chenango at the anniversary: the estimat 


numbers are doubtless small. 


¢ Tioga East District embraces 46 schools, 346 teachers, 2169 scholars— 
West District, 32 schools, 153 teachers, 1147 scholars. 

§ St. Lawrence reported in February, 2240 scholars: 1200 is probably less 
than the actual increase since that period. 

| The average attendance of scholars in Onondaga is 5629. 


LIBERAL OFFER. 

The ‘ Philadelphia City Sunday- 
School Union” is in want of funds to 
support their missionary, and defray 
the other expenses ificident to their 
benevolent efforts. The sum of 800 
dollars is wanted in the current twelve 
months, in addition to their ordinary 
receipts. This fact has been stated, 
and five gentlemen offered to pay tothe 
treasurer twenty dollars a-year each, 
(in addition to their former contribu- 
tion,) provided thirty-five other persons 


would each pay the same amount. In 
stating this fact, and earnestly solicit: 
ing other friends to the cause in ou! 
city to unite in this subscription, we 
would remark, that the City Sunday- 
School Union has been the instrument 
of great good, especially within the 
year past. Their efforts to benefit the 
apprentices, especially, have met with 
signal success, and we invite those ho 
feel interested in the moral improve- 
ment of the city, to visit the Appren- 








tices’ Bible Class, in the Franklin In- 
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stitute, on Sunday morning or after- 


noon.* It is highly desirable that this 


subscription should be filled up in the 


present month, the time limited, so as | 


to secure what has already been offer 
ed. The names of subscribers may be 
left with the Editor, No. 146 Chesnut 
Street. 





KENYON COLLEGE. 
Gambier, Ohio, Oct. 15, 1828. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 


Our society has prospered beyond 
our expectations. With the small ex- 
ertion that has been made, we have 
now within a year of its commence- 
ment, eleven societies auxiliary. The 
schools attached to them have, in every 
instance, created a lively interest in 
their favour, and excited a spirit of 
inquiry on religious subjects which 
must result in much spiritual good. 

Your publications are those chiefly 
used in our schools. Their cheapness, 
as well as their excellence, is a strong 
recommendation in their favour. Li- 
braries have been established in all the 
schools, and are silent but effectual 
agents in spreading a knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus. Our pious 
young men, (to which class we trust a 
large proportion of those connected 
with the college belong, ) take a lively 
interest in the good cause, and have 
been instrumental in collecting several 
schools of the poor and ignorant set- 
tlers around us. The dawn of every 
Sabbath sees them going forth in dif- 
ferent directions to this labour of love, 
with something, we would hope, of 
the spirit, if not with all the self-de- 
nial of a Christian missionary. 1 men- 
tion these circumstances that you may 
have the satisfaction of knowing that 
your publications are exerting an in- 
fluence, not only in the cities and vil- 
lages, but in the woods and wilds of 
our country, and that, literally, “the 
wilderness and the solitary place are 
glad for them.” 
remain, dear sir, respectfully, your 
friend and servant, 

M. A. Ewrne. 





P. M. 











* At half past 10 A. M., and at 3 





VinerInia,® 

Virginia has a white population of 
605,000 persons. According to the 
usual reports of the census, one-fifth, 
or a little more than one-fifth, say 
125,000, are between the ages of five 
and sixteen, the proper subjects for 
the Sabbath-school. But according to 
the report made from Virginia to the 
General Assembly in May last, the 
number of Sabbath-school scholars in 
this state was only 4,391. This leaves, 
at least, 120,000 children without the 
benefit of Sunday-school instruction. 
What proportion of this 120,000 are 
without any kind of instruction, grow- 
ing up in entire ignorance, without 
even learning to read, I cannot tell— 
perhaps one-sixth. If this presump- 
tion be near the truth, it isan alarming 
fact, and ought to be echoed through 
all the land till something shall be 
done. It is well known that our minis- 
ters, including those of all denomina- 
tions, competent to impart sound reli- 
gious instruction to the people, are 
few, that Sabbath-schools are a and 
the proportion of parents that are 
pious, small. To whom then shall 
these children, who in twenty years 
will form the bone and muscle of our 
state and the pillars of the church,— 
to whom shall they look for that in- 
struction which shall make them what 
they ought to be? Must they look to 
our ministers’ We hav’nt them. To 
their parents’ Alas! their parents are 
themselves, in very many cases, stran- 
gers to their wants. They must then 
receive this moral and religious in- 
struction from the Sunday-school, or 
many of them will not have it at all. 
Here they can receive it, (if schools 
are established, ) at the least expense 
of time and money, and at an age best 
suited to receive it. And do they not 
need this instruction, this moral in- 
fluence?—See how they spend their 
Sabbaths. This isa good test of mo- 
rals. A few, we hope, spend them as 
they ought. Some, on the other hand, 
spend them in riot and gambling— 
some in hunting—many in visiting and 
amusement, We cannot expect to see 
the Church built up, and religion to 


* Extracted from an article in the 
Visitor and Telegraph, signed “ Loox- 
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flourish, while this state of things con- 
tinues. Men may form societies for 
prometing temperance and the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath—and for the 
distribution of the Bible and other ob- 
jects of religious charity,—but they 
will be of little avail, unless proper 

principles and sentiments be implant- 
ed in the hearts of the people while 
young. Here is the principal hope of 
the church. How then ought they to 
be trained and instructed? They 
should be taught to spend the Sabbath 
in habits of industry, in reading and 
reflecting on proper subjects. We 
may consider a strict observance of the 
Sabbath as the chief corner 


of this day, is the great engine that the 
Sunday school grasps to move the des- 
tinies of future generations. I never 
knew a community where the Sabbath 
was strictly regarded, which was not 
virtuous and prosperous and happy. 
When men obey the command to 
‘“*keep the Sabbath holy,” the same 
principle of obedience will make them 
yield to other moral obligations. Re- 
verse the case, and the same is true. 
Let it be the occupation of our youth, 
to spend this dav in riot, in visiting, or 
hunting, or strolling the fields, as they 
hear “ the church-going bell,” calling 
the people of God to his sanctuary— 
and they will soon learn to make ridi- 
cule both of them and the God whom 
they worship. They will soon come 
to be no more moral, and no more 
honest, than their interest obliges them 
to he. That man who has lost all re- 
gard for the sanctity of the Sabbath, 
has but little conscience left for any 
other moral obligation. 
suaded, therefore, that schools, esta- 
blished in every neighbourhood in our 
state, will do more for religion and 
morality than all these other socicties 
can do. 

At present, a large amount of mo- 
ney is annually expended by Virginia, 
in erecting jails and prisons and poor 
houses, in providing t the means of pun- 
ishing guilt and supporting paupers, 
who ia made themselves paupers by 
their own crimes and vices. The Sun- 
day-school, if generally established and 
rightly conducted, will save a large 
amount of this expense of poverty, 
misery and money. In proof of this 
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| wholesome instruction which prepares 


we appeal to facts. We speak not of 
such facts as men of narrow views are 
but too apt to rely on, but of such as 
the most enlightened advocates foo 
education, the Cannings, the Broug 
ams, the Websters, have made the 
basis of their reasoning. Stephen, in 
his pamphlet on the state of areland, 
observes, ** that though it is estimated 
that twenty-one to the thousand of the 
common Irish become the victims of 
criminal justice, not one of the hun 
dred and fifty thousand educated by, 
the London Hibernian Society, has 
ever been arraigned for any crim 
General M‘Quarrie, governor of Bota. 
ny Bay, declares, that, in consequence 
of the establishment of Sunclay-schools, 
only one of the children of the convicts, 
during the whole of his administration, 
had been convicted of a single offence 
The Rev. Mr. Dwight, of Boston, who 
has visited almost every prison in the 
United States, says, that he has not 
heard of a child belonging to a Sun- 
day-school, who has been confined b: 
public authority. In some counties ot 
Wales where there is almost a univer- 
sal attendance on the schools, the pri- 
son doors stand open. ‘These facts 
comment on themselves.” It is there- 
fore knowledge and not punishment, 
that is to improve the moral condition 
of the people.—-And on viewing facts 
like these, men may as well come to 
the conviction at once, that their penal 
codes, penitentiaries and stepping- 
mills, and other artful contrivances to 
inflict suffering, cannot be relied on to 
deter men from crime. They are of 
little avail. Itis, after all, sound and 


Pil- 


the mind to love virtue and hate vice, 
which makes man 4 religious being 
and connects him with his God. 





For the American Sunday-School Magaziw 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STORING THE 
MORY WITH PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE 


It has been customary for several 
years past, to decry the old practice 
of enc ouraging scholars to commit to 
memory large portions of Scripture 
for recitation; and the writer has him- 
self no hesitation in giving preference 
to a system which aims chiefly and 





| directly at impressing the truths of 
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revelation upon the heart of the pupil. 
The present mode of instruction is 
more excellent, inasmuch as it works 
to the production of an immediate 
effect, while the primitive course par- 
took rather of a prospective character, 
and the harvest was expected, only 
after patient delay. 

But let none of us count our former 
labours useless and unproductive, be- 
cause we acted partly upon plans which 
we now perceive to be unperfect. The 
time can scarcely be called misimprov- 
ed, which was spent in impressing on 
the youthful mind the very words of 
inspiration, although unaccompanied 
with “note or comment.” Two in- 
stances which have recently come to 
my knowledge, have tended to satisfy 
me of the truth of this remark. The 
particulars of one of these, circum- 
stances do not permit me torelate. It 
is sufficient however to observe, that 
the texts of Scripture which were ac- 
quired in the course of attendance at 
a Sabbath-school, and retained uncon- 
sciously in the memory, became the 
means of shedding light and peace 
over the gloom of the grave. The other 
instance 1s given, in detail, from the 
‘“‘ Memoirs of Capt. Wilson,” which I 
now subjoin:— 

‘His nights, which for the most part 
were sleepless, he passed in prayer, 
and in the recollection of those passa- 
ges of scripture which were familiar to 
his mind. And it is here especially 
worthy of observation, that he derived 
the utmost solace and refreshment 
from the many portions of sacred writ 
which he had committed to memory in 
the last years of his life. The account 
he gave of this matter, was as follows: 
‘When L arrived at the age of forty- 
six, beginning to feel the failure of 
sight, | was struck with the idea, that 
I might perhaps become wholly un- 
able to read the sacred volume; under 
this impression I set myself to learn 
by heart whole chapters, and even 
books, which I rehearsed in my solitude, 
whether at home or abroad, in set por- 
tions every day. So that in the course 
of a week I had repeated all 1 had 
learned, and by this means retained 
what I had previously acquired, and 
continued adding something to the 
store! [ cannot describe,’ said he, 
‘the pleasure and advantage I have 
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derived from this practice, especially 
since [have been laid on thissick bed: 

Iam now incapable of reading much, 

but I have found a rich fund of conso- 
lation in recurring to those parts of 
the scriptures which I have treasured 

up in my memory.’ The word of 
Christ dwelt in him richly, and as he 
delighted much in the law of the Lord, 
so he meditated therein day and night. 

From a personal experience of the 
benefit accruing from such a familiar 
acquaintance with the Bible, he en- 
joined it upon his dear children, and 
recommended to his young friends 
in general, to copy his example in this 
respect, only to begin much earlier 
than he did. After expressing his kind 
wishes for a young gentleman for 
whom he entertained a great esteem, 

he sent this message to him by a mu- 
tual friend, who was about to visit him 
in a remote part of the country, 

‘Charge him to store his memory 
with the Scriptures, to begin immedi- 
ately, for now is the time to set about 
it. Had I begun at his age, I should 
now have been able to recite that 
blessed book from beginning to end.’ 
It is believed this message from the 
lips of a dying Christian had its full 
weight; and has led to the adoption of 
the salutary practice it intended to re- 
commend. Our departed brother could 
repeat perfectly a great part of the 
Psalms of David, many chapters of the 
prophecies, and of the pels, and 
several entire epistles of the New Tes- 
tament. In one of those nights which 
he passed without sleep, he informed 
an old friend who kept watch at his 
bed side, that he had repeated the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, from the first 
to the eleventh chapter inclusive; and 
he believed, without the omission of a 
single verse.” 


NAPHTALI. 


Naphtali is a hind let loose: 
He giveth goodly words. 


The following article is one contri- 
buted for the Youth’s Friend, and we 
introduce it into the Magagine for the 
purpose of bringing the subject of this 
interesting little publication before our 
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readers. It is published monthly, in 
a neat form of 16 pages, ina style, in 
all respects, equal to the premium 
books of the American Sunday-School 
Union; and the twelve numbers bound, 
form a very neat and interesting little 





volume. The yearly subscription is 
25 cents—each number is ornamented 
with good wood engravings. The 
head of a stag who had roamed free 
over a peaceful and fertile German 
forest, and whose horns had grown 
out into noble branches, showing fifty- 
six points, accompanies this piece. 


Naphtali was the sixth son of Jacob, 
and gave the name to one of the tribes 
of Israel. But few things are known 
of the life of Naphtali. He had four 
sons when he and his family went to 
Egypt, to live under the protection of 
Joseph, and to enjoy the plenty of the 
land of Goshen. 

When Jacob had called his sons 
about him on his dying bed, that he 
might tell them that which should be- 
fall them in the last days; he said of 
his sixth son, ** Naphtali is a hind let 
loose: he giveth goodly words.” —Ge- 
nesis, xlix. 21. 

This prophecy was thought, by 
some of the Jewish Rabbies, to have 
been fulfilled in the history of Barak, 
who was a member of this tribe. Ba- 
rak was like a hind or deer, timid and 
afraid to go to war against the Ca- 
naanites, unless Deborah would agree 
to go with him. He was like the 
hind, also swift, in his pursuit of the 
enemy.—Judges, iv. 6. And gave 
goodly words in the beautiful song 
which was composed by himself and 
Deborah, to give God thanks for their 
victory.—Judges, 4th Chapter. 

This meaning is not, however, the 
one most likely to have been intended 
by the Patriarch. What he said at 
that time to his sons was a prophecy 
of the future state of the tribes, of 
which they were the fathers. Learned 
men say that the Hebrew words may 
be given in English, thus—Naphtali is 
a hind let loose or roaming abroad: 
he giveth out noble branches or horns, 
and not words, which a deer could 
not do, 
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' most fruitful soil to dwell in. 
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The stag, and all animals of the deer 
kind, always choose the richest and 
They 


| shed their horns every year, which js 





well known, grow or branch out in 
proportion as the animals live at ease 
and in plenty. So that the horns of a 
deer will show whether he lives in g 
quiet and plentiful country or not. 
Now, it is foretold of Naphtali, that, 
like a well fed stag, he should give 
out grand or noble branches of horns, 
and of course, live in a rich land, and 
show strong marks of ease and plenty; 
and so it was. Even before going into 
Canaan the tribe had increased very 
—. They went down into Egypt, 
our in number, and came out more 
than 53,000. Moses says—* Naphtali 
shall enjoy abundance of favour, and 
be filled with the blessing of the 
Lord.”—Deut. xxxiil. 23. 

You will find on the map, that the 
portion of this tribe was bounded on 
the North by Mount Lebanon, with 
Asher on the West, and the Jordan on 
the East, and extended as far South 
as the sea of Cenerotte; within which 
limits are the head waters of the river 
Jordan. It is generally admitted, that 
this country was amazingly fruitful. 
The Forests of Lebanon are spoken of 
by all persons, as a picture of richness 
and beauty. Solomon speaks of Le- 
banon, as if it was the most delightful 
of places—of the bride he says, ‘the 
smell of thy garments is as the smell of 
Lebanon;” and of the bridegroom, 
“his countenance is as Lebanon—he 
is altogether lovely.” 

Josephus reckons, in his time, 214 
towers in the small province of Gali- 
lee, of which Naphtali was a principal 
part. Even ata later date, the coun- 
try continued noted for its richness; 
for, we are told, that the Arabs, by 
permission of Godfrey, of Boulogne, 
in prodigious numbers resided in the 
forests of Lebanon with their flocks 
and cattle, and great numbers of 
horses. 

The hind is noted asa gentle and 
amiable creature. So it is remarked 
by Le Roque, a traveller, with respect 
to the country joining this and similar 
to it—** Nothing equals the fertility of 
the lands in Kesroan; mulberry trees 
for the silk worms; vineyards whose 


wine is excellent; olive trees tall as 
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oaks; meadows, pasturage, corn, and 
fruit of all kinds. Such are the riches 
of this agreeable country, which 
abounds in cattle, large and small; in 
birds of game, and beasts of chase. So 
beautiful a country, situate in a climate 
which, I think, is the mildest in Syria, 
seems to contribute to the Aindness of 
disposition, to the genile inclinations, 
and to the praiseworthy manners of 
the inhabitants. 

When it is considered that these ob- 
servations are made by one who did 
not think, while making them, that 
an aged father had foretold, that the 

leasant Hind should be a fit emblem 
of that part of his family which came, 
in process of time, to inhabit this 
country—it is a fine illustration of 
the truth of the Scriptures, and the 
reality of the power of prophecy, 
whereby the will of God is made 
known to man. Jacob was an old and 
dying man: he calls his sons about 
him, and says to one of them, ‘* Naph- 
tali, your posterity shall live as a sepa- 
rate people, distinct from your bro- 
thers. They shall be as a stag, whose 
branching horns shall show that he 
lives in ease and plenty.” The old man 
dies. His children and their posterity 
increase in numbers, but they become 
slaves. ‘The Lord leads them all out 
into a strange country, and 400 years 
after the prophecy, the tribe of Naph- 
tali take up their abode in a land 
which is the name for every thing rich 
and beautiful in nature, and there live 
as a distinct people. 

ls not the Bible a strange book? and 
are not the doings of the Lord as there 
shown, very wonderful’? We do not 
find such things in other books. The 
book of Genesis was written, and 
Moses was dead before the people 
went into Canaan. So that itall came 
to pass, after the words were spoken, 
and hundreds of years after the old fa- 
ther was dead, and even after the per- 
son who wrote the account of it was 
dead. Men write history after it is all 
done and known, but the Lord telleth 
before-hand, that which shall be; and 
here we have the word of the Lord, 
by the mouth of his servants. 

Read the two first verses of the 9th 
Chapter of Isaiah, written and publish- 
ed 700 years before the coming of 
Christ, and then read the New Testa- 
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ment, and you will see another pro- 
phecy about Naphtali fulfilled. ‘The 


| land of Zebulon, and the land of Neph- 
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talim, by the way of the Sea, Galilee 
of the Gentiles; the people which sat 
in darkness, saw great light; and to 
them which sat in the region and sha- 
dow of death, light is sprung up.” 
Matthew, iv. 12th to 17th verse. Our 
Saviour spent the chief part of the 
time of his ministry in this very coun- 
try, as appears through all the Gos- 
pels. The light which came to them 
has come also to us; and blessed be 
God for his goodness and mercy. Let 
us then walk as children of the light. 
H. 


PORTLAND SABBATH-SCHOOL UNION, 


The members of the several schools 
connected with this Union, to the 
number of from 1000 to 1200, were 
collected together on Wednesday, 
Oct. 8th, in Congress street, and con- 
ducted thence to the meeting-house 
of the second parish—presenting both 
on their march, and in the sanctuary, 
one of the most lovely and engaging 
spectacles, upon which the eye of the 
philanthropist or the Christian can 
look. The religious exercises of the 
occasion commenced with an anthem. 
Then followed the reading of a portion 
of Scripture, by Rev. Mr. Thrasher. 
The passage was Deut. 31: 9—13. 
Its appropriateness to the occasion 
must have agreeably affected the 
minds of the audience. The same 
gentleman addressed the throne of 
grace in prayer. The congregated 
hundreds of little children then listen- 


| ed to an address by Mr. Wm. Cutter. 


A prayer followed the address; and 
the services were closed with the 
hymn composed by Mr. Cutter— 


“ How hanpy those dear children were,” &e. 
a’ i'd , 





ELECTION DAY. 

The following is extracted from the 
United States Gazette, and we are glad 
to find that the influence which the 


| publications of the American Sunday- 


School Union are happily exercising, 
is appreciated and acknowledged by 


_ our daily journals, 
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This is a little uk of about one 
hundred pages, exactly calculated for 
the comprehension of little lads of the 
age of those who run mad, like some 
of their elders, at an election procla- 
mation; who under the name of fun, 
freedom, rights, &c. drink, quarrel, 
and find their way into the lock-up 
house, giving their parents restlessness 
during the night, and the mayor trou- 
ble in the morning. It is indeed the 
adventures of an election day in Phi- 
ladelphia, as they were encountered 
by two or three lads disposed to obey 
the precepts of virtuous parents, and 
two or three who were determined to 
follow the examples of an idle and 
drinking father. Opportunities are 
found, to mingle with the dialogue 
excellent advice and sound truths in 
simple language; and we believe the 
lad who shall take the work in hand, 
and read it carefully, will rise up from 
its perusal with as perfect a conscious- 


ness of a new light upon his mind, as | 


we possessed (as we laid down the 
book) of the beams of day, 
visible the house tops and the trees in 
the rear of our editorial patmos. 

The public owe much to persons 
who will dedicate their talents to the 


humble task of preparing ethics for | 


the younger branches of society, and 
setting before them enticements to 
virtuous resolutions, and commendable 
deportment; and we _ unhesitatingly 
place the author of such a book as the 
**Elecfion Day,” in a rank far above 
that occupied by those who have pre- 
pared fomes of incomprehensible ar- 
guments upon impracticable subjects, 
and spent hfe and wasted its usefulness 
in solving questions that have no bear- 
ing on the relations of man to man, and 
the high duties of man to God; and we 
thank the author of the historiette be- 
fore us, for his work, from a convic- 
tion that it will tend to strengthen the 
virtuous intentions of children. 


Por the Amercian Sunday-School Magazine. 


Mr. Eprror—Some weeks since, 


while travelling in a distant part of our | 


country, I was pleased witha visit spent 
at the Louse of a plain and pious far- 
mer. He had a family of children 
around him, from whom J learned ma- 





making | 





ny pleasing things respecting th, 
Sabbath-schools. The father spo ke 
particularly on the advantages of Sab- 
bath-school libraries, and of the great 
privileges which children enjoy at the 
present day; “ And not only children? 
said he, * but grown people. I fee] 
that Iam growing young again, when 
I get hold of a Sabbath-school book. 
There is so much good sense in these 
books, that men may read them as wel] 
as children.” After the evening was 
spent, I was conducted into a bed. 
room, and left to myself. I found, on 
an old table, a Sabbath-school libra y 
book, the cover of which was nearly 
worn off. As I took it up, | heard a 
voice, and either the book itself gaye 
me the following narrative, or else | 
imagined it. 


The History of a Sunday-School Li: 
brary Book. 


By IrsE tr. 

**T was once a bundle of white pa. 
per in Philadelphia; the printer seized 
me, and placing me, sheet by sheet, in 
a large dark machine, I soon came out 
completely printed, from top to toe 
Before I had time to breathe, I was 
hurried into the binder’s shop. There 
I was cut into leaves, and received a 
handsome covering of marble paper, 
and a red morocco back. Ina day or 
two I found myself piled up, with hun- 
dreds bound like myself, in the book- 
store. Here I thought I should have 
some rest; but no, in less than on 
week I was packed, with a large par- 
cel of my companions, into a box, very 
much in the shape of a coffin, and | 
began to think, that none of us would 
ever see the light again; but instead of 
putting us in the grave, we were hur 
ried off to a steam-boat, and after be- 
ing shifted two or three times, and 
hearing the hissing of steam, ‘he croak- 
ing of machinery, for two or three 
days, we found, by the stillness of the 
boat, that we were ona canal. Here 
we rode silently for several days, when 
we were taken out and jolted ina wag- 
on for a day or two. At le ngth, the 
wagon drew up to astore, in a little 
village, and I heard a man say, ‘ safely 
arrived, at last.’ We had scarcely go" 
into the store, before the lid of the box 
was knocked off, and all of us taken 
out and placed up neatly on a case of 
shelves. Though we were small, yet, 
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] can assure you, we made no mean 
appearance to the villagers, many of 
whom came in to look at us. 

‘*The very next day, a plain old 
farmer came in, with a pair of saddle- 
bags on his arm. * Well,’ said he, ‘we 
have raised ten dollars to procure a li- 
brary for our Sunday-school; have you 
any good books” ‘£0O yes,’ replied 
the store-keeper; ‘we have just re- 
ceived a fresh supply from Philadel- 
phia, and you can have your choice.’ 
So he began to look at the books, 
and it so happened that I was the very 
first that he took down; after looking 
at the picture, and reading the titles 
of a few chapters, he laid me down on 
the counter, saying, ‘ We’ll have that 
forone’ He went on sclecting, until 
he had laid out a hundred and seven- 
teen volumes, the full worth of the ten 
dollars. We were then packed up in 
two bunches, and carcfully placed in 
the saddle-bags, and were soon on a 
brisk trot, ‘over hill and dale.’ Just 
in the evening, we found ourselves 
again spread out on the farmer’s table, 
and half a dozen children looking us 
over with as much interest as if we had 
come from the upper world. ‘ Here, 
Jenny and Mary,’ said the old farmer, 
‘here is some brown paper, and these 
kooks must be covered and marked 
before they are carried to the school.’ 
Accordingly, before 10 o’clock that 
evening, we were all neatly covered 
with brown paper, and numbered, and 
a catalogue of our names and numbers 
was written in a little blank book. 

“The next Sabbath, we were all 
carried to the school, and distributed 
among the scholars. Here we separated 
for ever. Though we all stay in the 
same neighbourhood, and visit the same 
families, yet we seldom see each other, 
and never more than two or three of 
us meet at the same time in a family. 

** The first Sabbath, my lot fell to a 
little girl, of a poor family. As soon 
as school was out, she went home with 
nimble feet. The moment she reach- 
ed the door, she exclaimed, ‘ Oh, mo- 
ther! see what I have got; here’s a 
library book. I must keep it a week, 
and carry it back again and get ano- 
ther.’ ‘It is pretty,’ said the good 
mother, ‘ but, then, my daughter, it is 
ot the prettiness of a book that makes 
good. I must know what kind of a 
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story it tells, before 1 can say I am 
pleased with it.’ 

‘* The litule girl sat down, and read 
to her mother about a dozen pages. 
*That’s a good book,’ said the mother, 
‘but you can have time to read it dur- 
ing the week; you must now look to 
your Bible lesson for next Sabbath.’ I 
was then carefully laid up in one cor- 
ner of the cupbuard, and rested until 
the next morning, at day-break, when 
I felt the Lttle girl’s hand. Before 
breakfast-time, she had read all but 
four pages. Her mother commended 
her, but told her, there was nothing +o 
good as to learn a thing perfectly, and 
said she might read the buok agan. 
Before the week was out, she read me 
twice more in the hearing of her mo- 
ther. 

‘The next Sabbath, I was carried 
again to the school, and given into the 
hands of a little bov, who belonged to 
a wealthy family, whose father was a 
colonel withal, and a min of some im- 
portance in the town. James carried 
me home, and said nothing to his fa- 
ther or mother, but went into the kitch- 
en, and sat down with his Lttle sisters, 
reading. They all became much ine 
terested, as well as old Katy, who sat 
in the corner, listening. Svon the fae 
ther passed througia the kitchen, and 
seeing how engaged the children were 
over the book, said, ‘What have you 
got there, James?’ * A Sabbath-school 
book,’ answered the boy. § Aye!’ said 
the father, and passed on. He was 
one of those men who had no objec- 
tions to Sabbath-schools, but who did 
not think so bighly of them as to de- 
vote any of his own time to promote 
them. His curtosity was somewhat ex- 
cited, however, by seeing his children 
so much engaged over the book. After 
supper, he said to his son, ‘ James, 
bring that book which you were reacl- 
ing.” James accordingly brought it, 
and the father sat and read in the hear- 
ing of his wife, until he had read the 
whole. He closed the bo:k: § Well,’ 
said he, ‘this is an interesting book; I 
didn’t know that the Sabbath-school 
published any books but primers, cate- 
chisms, and Testaments.’ 

“ Before the week was out, the 
colonel read me through a second 
time; and there was not one in the 
house, who had not either read, or 
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heard read, every page. Just as James 
was starting the next Sabbath for 
school, his father asked, * Have they 
any more reading books at the school?’ 
‘O yes,’ said James; ‘they have a 
whole Lbrary, and I expect to change 
this and get another.” ‘Well,’ said 
the colonel, *here’s a dolla ; Five itto 
your superintendent, and te ' him it is 
to go towards the library,’ and away 
went James with a glad heart. 

*©On this Sabbath, I was carried 
home by the minister’s daughter. Ashe 
had gone some distance that afternoon 
to visit a neighbouring school, I did 
him until Monday morning. 
As soon as breakfast and prayers were 
over, he took me up and began to 
search for heterodoxy. After reading 
every page with great care, he laid me 
down, saying, ‘I believe it is sound—I 
sce nothing anti-scriptural in it.” I was 
very glad to hear this, and have since 
frequently heard, when entering a 
house, such expressions as these, § Our 
vook—lie says it is 


not sce 


minister hkes this 
road.’ 

**T cannot tell you a hundredth part 
of what [have seen and heard. Dur- 
ing the last twelve months, [have been 
in almost every house in the whole 
neighbourhood, and have been read by 
two hundred persons, young and old. 
[ learned the other day, that I, toge- 
ther with those who came here with 
me, were to be sent off to another 
neighbourhocd, where there was a 
school, too poorly supported by the 
people to allow the teachers to buy a 
library. It is expected, when we get 
there, that we shall be so well liked, 
that there will be no want of money to 
buy more.” 

Here, Mr. Enrror, ended the story 
of the book, and, can assure you, 1 
should have been pleased to hav e€ 
heard more particulars from families 
which it had visited. While meditating 
on the subject, | began to make some 
calculations about the amount of read- 
ing which is produced in our country 
by means of Sabbath-school libraries. 


[ thought probably there were three | 


thousand copies of each library book 
in circulation, each copy is read an- 
nually by fwo fe widied persons. Then 
multiply ‘three thousand by two hun- 
dred, gives, in America, 
thousand persons who read a book an- 
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sic hundred | 


nually. These 600,000 persons read 
not only one book, but probably fifty. 
two each, and some more. What 4 
channel is this, thought I, for the dis. 
semination of useful k nowledge! Oh 
who would be such a 
Oppose an institution, that promises 
such benefits to our country! Whi 
these thoughts were passing, I fe! 
asleep, and dreamed that there was a 
Sabbath-School Union in every state, 
and in every county of our country, 
and an association in every township— 

and that every towns! Li] had a school 
in each ne ighbour! hood, and that every 
school had a hbrary of useful | 
That instead of 3,000, there were 
20,000 libraries, saad each book read 
by 400 individuals, which would make 
each Aind read by 8,000,000 annually. 
When I thought of this, my country 
scemed to rise in peace, waving in 
perennial greenness, and presenting to 
the world a scene of prophetic mil 
lennial glory. 
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SOUTHERN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
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Union. 


Auxiliary to the 
School 
An association of the active friends 
of Sunday-schools, under the above or 
some similar title, is now in contem- 
plation, for the purpose of extending 
the benefits of carly religious instruc- 
southern counties 
of the state of New-York. 
sure has been long thought of by the 
Managers of the New-York Sund 


School Union, though the part whi ch 


tion throughout the 


This mea- 


they have taken in reference to 
proposed measure, has been pur 1) 
At a late 


Managers of that Society, a 


advisory. meeting of the 
resolution 
was passed, that “It is expedient mea- 
shoukl be 
efficiently the 


school 


SUTeS adopted to extend 


system of Sabbath- 
instruction throughout the 
southern counties of the state,’’ and a 
committee was then appointed to in- 


vite a convention of delegates from 
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the southern counties, at such time 
and place as they might designate. 
The mecting is to take place on the 
19th of the present month, in the 
American Tract House, in the city of 
New York. 

If the proposed society is formed, 
the whole of the state of New York 
will be under the care of six separate 
Unions, severally auxiliary to the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School The 
“Central Sunday-School Union,” ex- 


Union. 


tending over the counties which lie 
round about the city of Albany, where 
its managers reside. The ‘* Western 
Sunday-School Union,” embracing six- 
teen counties, of which Oneida is the 
centre; its Board of Managers reside 
This is one of the most ef.- 
ficient Sunday-School Unions in the 


at Utica. 


United States: it has, in the schools 
47,000 children, 
16,000 of whom were added during 


under its charge, 
the last year. The “Genesee Sun- 
day-School Union” extends over the 
extreme west of the state, and is in- 
creasing in The *S8t. 
Lawrence Sunday-School Union,”—- 


usefulness. 


which is confined in its operation to 
the county of that name. The “Cham- 


plain Sunday-School Union;” and the | 


‘Southern Sunday-School Union,” 
now proposed to be formed. 





QUESTIONS ON THE SELECTED LESSONS. 

Extensive circulation has been given 
toasmall work of this title, by the Rev. 
Mr. Judson, (commonly called ‘* Jud- 
son’s Questions,’’?) and another work, 
of the same character, was sometime 
since published at Princeton, New- 
Jersey. It is not our present object to 
speak of the merits of either, but to 
state that a work is now in press by 
the American Sunday-School Union, 


which is intended to combine the best | 











parts of both. The new questions will 
the 
of the 


be result of the united labours 
of both the former 


works, under the careful review of a 


authors 


gentleman appointed by themsclves, 
well qualified for the task, and the re- 
vision of the Committee of Publica- 
tion. Schools which have the old edi- 
tion can still use them, as it will be 
some time before the new work will 
be out, of which due notice will be 
given. 

This plan of studying the Sacred 


Scriptures, in Sunday-schools, has 


been found so highly advantageous, 





that we hope it will be universally 


adopted. 





OUR NEXT VOLUME 

Will commence on the first of Janu- 
ary, 1829, and we beg the attention of 
Subscribers and Agents to the third 
item of the ‘* Terms,” printed on the 
of 


must be given before the publication 


cover—‘* Notices discontinuance 


| of the eleventh number of a volume.” 


Unless we have early notice of the in- 
tention of any subscriber to discon- 
tinue, we cannot make the necessary 
calculations for the next volume. 

Note. 
tion to this work, must be post paid. 


All communications in rela- 


Note, again. No new subscriber can 
be entered on the list, until payment 
for one volume is made; and these 
conditions apply to the ‘* Youta’s 
Frienp,” as well as this ** Macazrng.”” 
Where subscribers owe for former vo- 
lumes of either of these works, and 


| neglect to pay what is due, until after 
the first number of the next volume is 
| delivered, will be charged with the 


whole of that volume, at our option. 
The very large amount now due to 

the Sunday-School Union, for their 

two periodical works, renders it indie 
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pensably necessary to appeal most se- 
riously and earnestly to the subscribers 
and friends of these works, to give 
very prompt attention to the balances 
due. At the same time, we present 
our cordial thanks to the many who 
have anticipated these requests. 





We insert the following Proclama- 
tion of the acting Governor of New 
York, particularly because it has a 
bearing upon the institutions which it 
is our privilege and duty to foster. 

The custom of a general thanks- 
giving to God for national blessings, is 
one of the most simple and natural 
acts of devotion. If there is anything 
in natural religion, this surely is one 
of its chief services. In it, people of 
every sect who acknowledge a Su- 
preme Being, must, if a sentiment of 
gratitude can live in their hearts, joy- 
fully unite; and we look with pleasure, 
as each revolving year brings to us the 
season when all nature tells us, that 
another period of seed-time and har- 
vest has passed over our heads, for the 
invitations that summon the grateful 
thanks of the people in so many of 
our happy states. 

The Proclamation from the Execu- 
tive of New York, calls upon the in- 
habitants of that flourishing state, to 
render thanks to Almighty God for 
this among his other blessings, the 
diffusion of moral instruction and sci- 
ence by sustaining SasBpatu-scHoo. 
INSTITUTIONS. 

If the grateful heart of a Christian 
swells with delight as he contemplates 
the mercy of God to our country and 
world, and dwells with peculiar emo- 


tions upon any single blessing, is | 


not that blessing the Sunday-school? 
It is a great mercy; it is a new mercy; 
it is full of goodness to man, as a mo- 
ral and a natural being; it blesses him 
in time and eternity, and its influence 
may, and God grant it shall, become as 
extensive as the family of Adam. 

Let those especially who have any 
part in this matter, unite in thanks to 
the Giver of every good, and every 
perfect gift, for his particular mercy 
tothem. And although the requisition 
shows to what a rank in public estima- 


} 
| tion the simple but pervading jp. 
| fluence of Sunday-schools institutions 
has grown, let not the labourers b¢ 
carried away by any consideration by: 
that of serving an humble and faithfy! 
part in the great work of the Lord. 
Sunday-schools have not grown }y, 
the patronage of government or the 
encouragement of the great, but by, 
the Spirit of God, working throug), 


| the means of humble, lowly minded 
| disciples of the cross; and now that 


the world sees its power and acknovw- 

ledges its happy influence, let us not 

throw aside those arms by which th: 
conquest has been obtained. 

One more thought to our friends:— 
| Does the American Sunday-School 
| Union bear a part in your prayers toa 
merciful God, when this subject is the 
| special object of your devotions; that 
| God would guide its managers in the 
discharge of duties which have so great 
an influence upon schools and ou 
rising youth, that wisdom and the re. 
straining power of the Lord should so 
direct their operations, that his blessed 
truth may be made to prevail, free 
from the error and weakness of hu- 
man nature? For cause of thanksgiv- 
ing on our behalf there is abundant 
reason. H. 

PROCLAMATION, 

By Nathaniel Pitcher, lieutenant go- 
vernor of the State of New York. 
Whereas, the continued goodness of 

Almighty God to the people of this 

state, in permitting us to enjoy the 

blessings of republican institutions; in 
crowning the year with his mercy, by 
the abundant production of the ‘ kind- 


| ly fruits of the earth;’’ in the diffusion 


of moral instruction and science, b 
sustaining our colleges, academies, and 
Sabbath and common schovl institu- 
tions; in continuing to us the light of 
Revelation, and the consolation and 
toleration of religious profession and 
worship—these, and numberless other 
evidences of Divine favour, demand 
| from us a public expression of devout 
and grateful acknowledgment. | 

| 1 do therefore, in accordance with 
| custom, and under a solemn sense of 


|| public duty, recommend to the good 


people of this state, the observance of 
Thursday, the 4th day of December 
next, asa day of PUBLIC PRAYER ANP 


' 
} 
| THANKSGIVING:—and, in so doing; I 
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indulge the confident expectation that 
all, with the exception of those who 
may be restrained by conscientious 
scruples, will assemble on that day, in 
their respective places of public wor 
ship, and with devout and grateful 
hearts, present their thank-offerings 
to ALmieuty Gop for the multiplied 
blessings which we are permitted to 
enjoy. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
; subscribed my name, and affix- 
it: &] od the privy seal, at the city of 
Albany, the 29th day of October, 
Anno Domini, 1828. 

NATHANIEL PITCHER. 


AUXILIARIES, 


Recognised at stated meetings of the 
Board. 


Bell Meade, Huntington Co. Pa. Sunday-School 
Society. Mr. Neff. 

Triana, Alab. Sunday-Schooil. Samuel Hayard, 
Esq. 

Fork Union, (Fluvana Co.) Va. Sunday-School. 

Bensalem, Pa. Sunday-School. 

Wasteland, Pa. Sunday-School. 

Wooster, Ohio, Sunday-School. 

Aurora, Indiana, Sunday-School. 

Canton, Ohio, Sunday-School Society. Rev. 
James B. Morrow, Pres. Alexander Cameron, 
Treas. John Saxton, Sec’ry. 

Sunday-School Society, Portsmouth, Ohio. E. 
Osborne, V. Pres. J. Clingman, Treas. J. 
A. Bingham, See’ry. 

Lexington, Ohio, Sunday-School. James Spen- 
cer, Cor. See’ry. 


MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
School Union, from September 2Ist, to Oc- 
tober 20th, 1828, inclusive. 


[. MINISTER MEMBER FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars. 
Rev. J. Penny, Rochester, N. Y. by la- 

dies of his congregation, 
Il. OTHER MEMBER FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards. 


Mr. A. Cleaver, in addition to $10 be- 
fure paid, per the Rey. G. Boyd, 


#30 00 


$20 00 





Ul. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBZRS, 

By the payment of three dollars and | 
upwards. | 

(» W. Coe, Esq. Savannah, Geo. 1228, 
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$51 
— 
Rev. David H. Riddle, Winchester, Va. 

1828, &3 00 
Joseph Nourse, Esq. Washington, D. C. 

1829, 3 00 
J. P. Sanderson, Milton, Pa. 1829, 3 00 
Mrs. Joseph P. Grant, 1828, 3 00 
Jeremiah Turck, Philadelphia, 1828, 3.00 
A. S. Mervin, Brooklyn, L. I. 1828, *3 00 
F.. Copeland, 1228, *3 00 
Dr. N. Sheldon, 1828, *3 00 
N. W. Weeks, 1828, *3 00 

LV. DONATIONS, 
To the General Fund. 
Danville, Ky. $1 18 
John H, Curtis,4 5 00 
Rev. Wm. Meade, Millwood, Va. 6 33 
Spruce Creek Ch. Pa. per Rev. J. B. 

Adams, 3 06 
Essex County, N. J. S. S. Union, 50 00 
Cash, *3 00 
W. J. H. *2 00 
Mr. Hotchkiss, *1 00 
H. King, *1 50 
Mr. Riffenburg, *1 00 
Mr. M‘Ilvaine, *1 00 
Cash, *2 00 
Cash, *50 
Mr. Fox, *1 00 
Cash, *50 


\V. MISSIONARY FUND. 


Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the following Societies Auxiliary. 


Pertsmouth, Ohio, S. S. &3 00 
Lexington S. S. 3 00 
Chester, Pa. St. Paul's Ch. S. S. 3 00 
DONATIONS. 
Philadelphia S. S. Concert, Octobey of 
which &1 31 was from Ist Presby- 
terian Female S. S. 8 47 


VI. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 
And from individuals in payment for 
ooks. 


Abington, Pa. BO 53 
Albany, N. Y. per E. Watson, 70 00 
Bedford, Pa. per H. Williams, 50 00 
Bargaintown S. S. 6 00 
Boston, Mass. per Jno. Gulliver, 78 50 
Blockley, Pa. 318 
Chesnut Hill, Pa. 2 0 
Carlisle, Pa. Lutherean Ch. S. 8. 8 13 
Chambers, Pa. S. S. 30 00 
Chester, Pa. St. Paul's Ch. 10 17 
Danville, Ky. 50 00 
Greeneastie, Pa. S. S. Union, 27 Ol 
Gettysburg, Pa. 8 98 


Hagerstown, Md. per W.C. Thorapson, 20 00 








+ On account of the special effort made in 
May last. 

* Marked thus * were collected by the Rev. 
J. R. Moser. 
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Hampden Co. Union, Mass. per F. A. Portsmouth, Ohio, S27 o 
Packard, S88 72 |} Pittsburg, Pa. 13 o 
Indiana State Union, New Albany Pikeland S. S. 5 5 
Branch, 30 00 || Prince Edward Co. Va. Union, 
Lebanon, Pa. 15 00 || Portland, Me. per Rev. ‘IT. D. Wood- 
Lexington, Ohio, 7 25 ford, 28 4 
iewisburgh, Va. per Jno. Spotts. 9 00 |} Roanoke Bridge, Va. per J. W. Doug- 
Montgomery Co. Va. S. S. Union, 33 00 lass, 
Norristown Methodist S. S. 7 04 || Selma, Alab. per Rey. T. Alexander, 
New Castle Co. Del. S. S. Umon, 30 00 and Jos. Perkins, ] 
Oxford, N. C. 12 75 || Selma, per Rey. T. Alexander, and Mr. 
Simpson, 55 
Philadelphia, Savannah, Geo. 65 
Ist Baptist Ch. S. S. 1 80 || Suffolk, Va. 67 
St. Andrew’s Female, 13 17 || Tappahannock, Va. per R. Wier, 16 ¢ 
Sixth Pres. Ch. S. S. 6 71 || Upper Octararo, 15 
Lutheran S. S. 1 50 || Washington City, per J. Nourse, Esq. 16 4 
First Pres. Ch. Male S. S. 12 25 || West Liberty, 
Philad. Bible Society, 500 00 || Winchester, Va. 
Passy unk S. S. 9 89 York, Pa. per Gs A Morris, 
Union S. S. 6 10 || Sales to individuals and schools, not 
Southwark, 2d Presbyterian, 12 75 particularized by the purchasers, 
Kensington, Ist Presbyterian, 25 00 in the city and elsewhere & 40° 








NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Tae Caitpren’s Cuurcu.—We have received a communication from “ A. M.” 
intended as an answer to an article in our July number, entitled ** What do you 
come to church for?” signed “ P.” ‘ A. M.” says, ‘*1 should have supposed) he 
would have informed the public why ‘ the Children’s Church’ was discontinued.” 
Now we suppose, as does “‘ A. M,”’ that ‘*P.” either did not know the reason why 
the Children’s Church was given up, or that ‘‘delicacy forbid his” revealing 
the secret, or that it was not material to his argument. As ‘“* A. M.” and ‘P.” 
seem to agree in the utility of the Children’s Church, and most of the senti- 
ments of the former had been anticipated in the remarks of the latter, we do 
not see how their object can be promoted by the publication of ‘* A. M.’s” com- 
munication. We have often attended the ** Children’s Church” alluded to, and 
were instructed and pleased, but we have never taken sides with either party 
on the question whether it should be continued or not. 

Tar Lecacy.—We have seen it stated in the newspapers, that a legacy of 
15,000 dollars has been left tothe Sunday-School Union, and have been con- 
gratulated by our friends at home and abroad on the very seasonable relief 
which it was supposed this liberality would afford. We can assure our friends, 
that, at no period, since the formation of the society, would a legacy or donation 
of 15,000 dollars have been more acceptable than the present—but no such 
legacy has been left to the American Sunday-School Union so far as we know, 
and we believe the report is entirely incorrect. 

** Aw Anpent Friexp To Sunpay-scnoots” has our thanks for his ‘‘ Hints,” 
and when the present edition of ‘* notices” is exhausted, we will bear in mind 
that less costly paper will please some as well. Could he not send us a new 
emblematical design? 





Erratum—page 341, for “M. A. Ewrye,” read M. T.C. Wie, 





